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EARL of HILSBOROUGH, 


4 e T HE 
PRESENT SITUATION 
oF : 


AFFAIRS IN AMERICA. 


In which the Arguments in favour of the Colonies, are 
placed in a new Point of View, and cheir Rights and 


Privileges are inconteſtibly demonſtrated on con ſtitutional 


Principles, ſupported by unanſwerable Arguments drawn 
from their ancient original Charters, and the Circum- 
ſtances attending their firſt Settlement. Together with 
a ſerious and e ,"tray of the Conſequences 


which muſt neceſſarily reſult from the Exerciſe of.coer- - 


_ cive Meaſures, to compel them to a Submiſſion to the late 
Acts of Parliament. | 
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12 ArrEXpIX in Anſwer to a Pamphlet ee 


The oa Right of Graat-Britain t0 Tax the 
| Colonies, ; | 1% 
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5 the golwni Wet continue the | MY 
hr objects of your adm: 


: niſtation, I have preſumed to ade” 
- | +» Arc the following letter; to your lord- * 0 
bpip.—If you have, on any late occaſion, N 5 
declared that the endes mould continue 
ſubject to parlimentary taxation; if you * 
have appeared not only an advocate for, but” -_ = 


- principal agent in, a deſign formed to co 
erce the colonies; or if the ſum of your +» | 
tical conduct has rather i inflamed than 


„ ( extinguiſhed 


ture, "Gieofions bo unneckſſarily generated, 


1 9 are juſtly apprehended, from your known 
* a _ _ diſpaſitipn towards the colenies, no longer 
| *#, oppoſed by the reſtraining influence of thoſe 


3 patriotic miniſters, who have lately reſigned 
te ſeals, your lodiip. will eaſily con- 
: 8 coeive not only the propriety but neceſſi - 


*. " ty of the preſent letter; in which I ſhall 
, e vindicate the rights, claimed by 


the colonies, on conſtitutional principles, and” 
expoſe the pernicious conſe- 
eflacily reſult from 


im partiall 
© quences Gn 


- 5 . "the n of your favour * * es. 
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1 e civil conſtitation of this kingdom 
. 8555 no means determines the connection 
4 which ought to be eſtabliſhed between the 
uh n and her e nor the 
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Py," tad gs 
nentedbetween his Ma- 


| jefty's Britiſh und American ſubjects; and if 
8 conſequences pregnant with national ruin, 
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ly unprovided, for-by.i 


the ſeveral acts and larat o ; 
Fromm the crown at that am, together with 
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to the preſent ſubject, be deduced. en an- 
tient hiſtory, ſince the ſettlement of all our 
American oolonĩes (Nova Scotia and Georgia 


”- 


„ was undertaken from motines, 


and attended with circumſtances, perfectly 
ſingular and diſſimilar to the views which 


influenced colonization in the more. early 


ages of the world. The preſent diſpute 
| therefore. can only be e by con- 
fidering what were generally. underſtood to 


_ at, and ſoon after, -their ſettlement, as they 
appear from their moſt antient — and 


the conduct of parliament on this ſubject, 


and obſerving how far they are clp 


to, or ſupported by, the laws of nature, and 


the RO of | the . conſtitution, - 
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be the rights and privileges of the colonies 


A. it will hs convenient — to 
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who is i ae with the hiſtory 
y igdorh, will ſetiouſly c 
> of this realm has, by 
prerogative, à conſtitutional right to ali- 
ente all — of wirkory: no not pte. 
vioufly annexed to this kingdoin, and eman- 
bingo ants «re rg 1 
from the duthveiry of parliament. 
This pritogutivs' has been ſo conſtantly exer- 
ciſed by the crown, at almoſt every treaty of 
pence, and on a variety of other occaſions, 
from the ceſſion of Calais, to the fales of 
Dunkirk, Tangier; &c. and from thence to the 
| 2 time, and with the. invariable concur. 
of parliamien 4p tot nem te 
A 


Sk this 3 mma the obs 
of this realm have granted to the colonies 
the charters and privileges which are the 
objects of their-preſent contention, and by 
which they were rendered diſtinct Rates, 
= in one common LES — The 
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* 
moſt antient of their 3 was 3 
Queen Elizabeth, under the great ſeal by 


England, and. Suafittned by parliament in | . 


che year 1684, * by which the Whole 
country, called Virginia, was granted to Sir 
Walter Raleiph, his kak and afligns, in the 
5 moſt ample manner, and in perpetual ſove- * 
reignty, with a power of legillation, | [ 
and eſtabliſhing a civil' government in that 
country, which was to be united to the 
realm of England in perfect league and di- 
ty, to be within the allegiance of the Engliſh 
crown, and held by homage and the pay- 
ment of one fifth of all gold and filver ore, 
Sir Walter Raleigh being diſeoutaged in his 
attempts for the ſettlement of Virginia, by 
the great expence anda variety of unſucceſf- 
ful incidents, affigned the country to ſeveral, 
gentlemen” 404 merchants i in London, who 
with other aſſociates, obtained new chatters, 
conveying to them all the rights, veſted 
in Sir Walter, before his attainder, with 
the ſame juriſdictions, royalties, en kri- 
vileges, franchiſes, &c. bal 


*The ſubſtance of this * * 8 ſeen i in oh. 
EX *. of Salmon 's Univerſal Diction. 


The 
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=: 25 Ib er of thele NR 5 N 195 5 
5 ſurer und company of Virginia, dated at 5 
V eftminſter the.23d of March 160g, g rants NT 
authority te to make, ordain, and eltablih, 5 
« all manner of orders, laws, directions, Ts 
7 _ inſtructions, forms 4 ceremonies of 
„ « gbyernment and magiſtracy, fit and ne- 
* ceflary for, and concerning the goyern- 
1 ment of, the faid colony and plantation, 
, and. the ſeas adjacent, and the ſame to 
« abrogate, &c.” with an expreſs. covenant, 
and grant for himſelf, his heirs, &c. to 
et and with the faid treaſurer and company, | 
«© their ſuceeſſors, factors, and aſſigns, that 
they, and every of them, ſhall be free 
* from all taxes and impoſitions for ever, 
1 upon any goods or merchandizes, at any 
** time or times hereafter, either upon impor- 
=. t tation thither, or exportation from thence, 
= |: into our realm of England, or into any 
| 4 © other of our realms or deminions. 5 
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Wer theſs charters the colony of Vir 
ginia, after immenſe difficulties, which they 
overcame without the leaſt aſſiſtance from 

7 the — government, became ſo conſider- 
; ubs, 
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legiflative re eſtabliſned in 
governor, council, and burgeſſes, who: 


dldecked by the freeholders as their. repre= =» 
2 0. ſentatives ; and this aſſembly has, from that a 
ra, invariably” exerciſed the power af legiſ- 


lation over the colony. King James, how- 
ever, by a proclamation, dated the 15th of 


Joly 1024, diffolved the Virginia company, | 
rendering the colony immediately dependant | 


on the crown; a meaſure which raiſed very 
difagreable apprehenfions i in the mind of it's 


inhabitants. To quiet theſe, king Charles 
the firſt, on the demiſe of bis father, iſſued 


a proclamation, which inſtead of the expect- 
ed effect, produced a remonſtrance to the 


throne from the inhabitants of Virginia, in 
which they freely expreſſed their apprehen- VN 
ions of deſigns againſt their rights and pri- 


vileges. To this the lords of privy council 


returned a letter, dated 22d of July 1634. 


"2 containing the SDK, afſurance, and affirma- 
tion that, All their eſtates, trade, freedom, 
e and privileges ſhould be enjoyed by them 


cc in as extenſive a manner as they enjoyed | 


15 them before. e recall of the company's 


es . patent.“ 
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ditions, which ſerve to convey a juſt idea 


all the inhabitants e ſhall be 1000 


b I 


patent.“ When the. Paxlia ment ſaſte 
42 ſent a ſquadron to Virginia, the: 


M ny refuſed ſubmiſſion to 3 


until they granted them the following cn. 


of the rights to . the nne thought - 
cheenelves intituled. ae eee 


* 18, The 3 6. a 20 


* x F] F 


wealth of England, not 2s. 2 conquered. 
country, but as a country ſubmitting I. 
their own voluntary act, and ſhall enjoy ſuch . 
freedoms and privileges as belong to the 5 


5 free prople of England. 


FA *% 


IId. The general aſſembiy as Weng, 


ſhall convene and tranſact the affairs of 8 


; f >15] 


IIId. The people of Virginia ſhall have a” 
free trade, as the people of — to all 8 
places and all nations. ; 


IVth. Virginia ſhall bs free fromtall taxes, * : 


calls, and impoliticns” whatſoeyer ; ; n N 


none 
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* But in January. 
ey, the "King's: 80. 


reign Char 6 
zra by 1 no means favourable. 


„ did t attempt 40 
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By this att a dety 97 0 
head upon a te Mi n 
pence per ton upon : all 1 25 
granted td his maſe efty for ever, 
x the ſupport of civil gove 
Mill paid by virtoe of & is. 'Ficte, 
- we have an ay enn 


erat np 


I 43 Þ 


this, A y66t fottthip m 
know, tha it the "Jupreme” 
ie were not origin ; 


 Widinate ſtate to which” yo 
tote would” redude them,” ind ir 15 2 
vereign himſelf t ought it no diffondtür to 
be named as 4 part of their legiſlative 

ority.— A. this time Spain ingroſ- 
x the trade of her American lone, 
"us Dor England, after her tample, 
without conſidering the diffettnce | 


their n con ſtitu | 


79 . 


eee eee . 
BY . 


cla ned 8 with G * 
ri 1e tations, and che act of the 25th < 
d Shaxles. II. and ſeveral ſubſequent ones paſ- 
{ſd for. en their trade with foreign | 


een ; WES $i 1: 


5 branches of commerce e between the colonies 
which were thought detrimental to the parent 
country, and which theſe duties were de- 
ſigned to diſcourage, like fines for the pre- 
vention of crimes, as the preambles to. the 957 
acts themſelves demonſtrate, and not to raiſe 
a revenue to the crown by parliamentary 
authority. Vet even theſe were con 
as grievances, and agents were ſent to Bug- | EE 
land from the colony of Virginia, to remon- 
ſtrate againſt *© Taxes and impoſitions. being ; 
* laid on the colony, by any AY but E 
< that of the e e 


This produced: a 3 from, King 
Charles the ſecond, under the privy ſeal, 
and dated the 19th of April 1 676, afferting: | 
that, Taxes ought. not to be laid upon the 
5 inhabitants, and. proprietors. of the co=- 
i lony, un by the common conſent of the 


C 2 . 


— 


— —_—— 
2 


Tote erer 
4 qhavter- to be bed under the ata, 
— e ee eee Th 


$45) PE "EA 8 © 


Bite, 8 have acited.» Gries = 


_ | incidents which» ate ſo many accumulated. 
cogfs,. that the colonies before tho act of nas. 
_ vigation, Hot only conſidered themſelves; but 
were conkidered by tlie king; parliament, and 
PAC . .of Fashend, 2s. free diſtinct ſtates, £ 
not. ding on. the parliamient of this 
222 — owing allegience to its ſos. 
_ vereign, and intituſed to a free unreſtiained 
rade to all nations, with a poſitiye exemp- 
tion from every ſpecies of taxation, by any 
authority but that of their own aſſemblies; 
and as countries inhabited by men, who 
availing, themſelves of their natural tightts,. 
had withdrawn themſelves from a ſubjec- 
tion to the Engliſh government, and retired 
aither,/ under expteſs ſtipulations from the 
crown, which became the ſacred conditi- 
ns ot Mole: Hegiance, and onght. to b 
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Sip * preſerved 
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of Coane and Srerul ablegen — 
2 Are lations; the commerce of the 


regulate their internal olicy or — lad. 
on, ot impoſe taxes upòn them, from the 
æta of their ſettlement to the termuden 
of the laſt War. Before chat riod. 
charters had been recogni by parliament : 
add confiriried jab Heng, ind” the colonies, ”— * 
by a long unifiterrupted, enjoyment, and N. | 
20 ption, 'netfulired'i an additional right to 
the priviieges >briginally granted by charter, 
Which is" Nee ee to render all their 
 clalis valid, "agfecable to he lar of this 
Ka LOWER 63 0 i (12/2 1 101 715: 
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Ein your lordſhip think any farther proofs” | 
neceſſary to eſtabliſu the juſtice Which | 
ſanctifies the pretenſions of the colonies? -:==S 
Did I not know you to be prejudiced on this «A 
ſubject, I would anſwer for you in the ne- 3 

gative; but as an opinion o once adopted, f — 
ges defended with an obi, £ 
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by intereſt: it hoot te 


| eircumiſtances' attending of 


New England, Me moſt antient of all the bo- 


kills; 'Viegiriia® excepted. Thofe he- Grſt 


mige ee 6s de Sat" Gf Geriur, ere 
men whoſe” page ſes Here erat te 5 
dühlie eker iprccable te 


bed en Holland, 6 f 
thoſe religious gtie vances which theyſuf- 


&red-unger e Ae, and Joriſicron of 
F encdythicat "es tht” pavete' Sir 
pot hong but the 'coripllaiſatice' 4 el that 
ſtate to the government of England” ren -— 
Kg te in the exerciſe of chen of re ligron, 
and King, James the firſt, having by Jets, 
W patent under the great. ſeal, bearing . 
date at, Weſtminſter, the 3d of November, 
in the 18th year of ws 1 reign, - eſtabkſhed 2. 
— at 5 5 in the county. _ | 


SF 


e . 1 0 2 


TY 


v ning of New England in . A0 
« 1 0 granted them the whole of that . 
„ With all its e 8 Juriſditions, o 
held of 1 crown, in 1 A common 
6 loccage,. and. dot in capite or by nights, . ſer- 
« vice, by the payment. of one fifth of all gold 
« and filyer ore, to be Had or obtained therejny 
« for, and in reſpect of all, and all manner of 
5. duties, demands, and ſervices to be done! 

. made or paid ” to the crown; which terito“ 

> P being conlidered as without the kingdom of © 


* 


ngland, and the extent of its laws, (as it 
appears to have ever ſince been, by the teſoll- 
tion of the lords of privy douneif, WhO have. 
determined that the laws of Great Britain, Thaly 
not bind the colonics, unleſs they are expr effty 
named therein), they reſolved to tranſport” and 
ſettle themſelves ther witk the Feine * 
the council of - Plymouth, and according 
£2 pry to Kin; James, through the mediation of | 
5 ir Robert! aunton, ſecretary of ſtate; for leave ſe. 
| to xetire thither, which having obtained; the 5 
I became private adventurers, and without am 
» | expence to England, conveyed | themſelves t ? 
i the wilds of America, in quelt of that fi | 
which they were denied within the juriſdidtion 
of parliament, availing themſelves of a natural 
right, eh. is notoriouſly inyeſted in every 
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(363. 


hi ip "ON ; to abandon. a OR & 


preffive government, and thereby recover 


his natüral freedom and independance, and anni- 
| Hilate the ſovereignty and e . the 


ied ſociety. | = Thus EX.” 6 2 
On heir arrival i in America, they landed i ina 


bod et <4 


: L held Som ng, European power, and 


therefore con ſidered.them lves, as perſons, who 
1 reverted to their 14 ra freed m and inde- 
endance, and thought i it neceſſary, | Va pub- 7 
ic act, (which was figned.. byall the heads of fa- 


po 2h: to declare themſelves the ſubjects « of their | 


former ſovereign... and engage to obey. Juch l laws 


: 456 2 themſelves ſhould e. ena for their own gavern- 


This my lord, was t the æra of their eman- 
ha from parliamęntary authority, of Which 
Jour lordchip may -acquaint Mr. Grenville, 
mould he hereafter repeat bis g ueſtion on chat 
ſubject. This was the, ofigin, ry the colony of 
New Plymouth, whoſe inhah; itants firſt bargained 
| i the ſoil with its natural proprietors and abori- 
; "pal inhabitants, and afterwards purchaſed, from 
- the council of Plymouth the intire right of the 
 Patentees, to that part of the country, and unit. 


j ed themſelves into a new republic, governed by 


© Magiſtrates of their own appointment; 'agreeable 
_ tolaws enacted by themſelves, without dependance | 


on or, Potedtion from, their — country. 
| Thus,“ 


* 


45 Wide Mind. — wy. — 
* into a republic, even though: they held 
.*; heir. podleflions.under the fanRion of an 
i original patent. from the crown of Eng- 
land; a caſe that is rare ind hiſtory, and 
ot can be effected only by. nr | 
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dens, abe celeny of. Matkcholorr's — 
and the council of Plymouth, by 
* heir deed; indented; under their common 
"de" and bearing date the igth of March, 

In the third year of the reign” of Charts 
ile firſt, did grant to Sir Henry Roſwell, 
; Sit John Young, &c. a conſiderable part 
"of the territory now. included within that 
| "POR 2 . all heir rights, privileges, 


juriſdi , &c. to be held 
3 e che crown, on the ſame nne 
eee 51203 Br; 07 55502 5 all 


| by letters patent from the ki 


authorized . to make, ordain; and eſtabliſh. 


ans, ſtatutes, and ordinances,” cc. to 
which/the royal aſſent was not neceſſury, and 


| Which the king had not a right to repeal; 
and to — abedicnce to theſe: en * 


* . 


1 
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on which the nk had received. them, 


and this grant was the next year confirmed 
, under the 


dels fiat of Eagland, wich the addition of 
other tracts of land adjoining, to be held of 
the crown, in the ſame manner, and with 


the ſame privileges, with Wich they had 


been before granted to the Plymouth coun- 
oil, by the inhabitants, who were, by theſe 
letters patent, created a body politic, and 
corporate, by the name of the governor 
and company of Maſſechuſett's Bay in New 


| England, and formed into a civil govern 
— en eee which, both le- 


oiflative and enecutive, were to be elected 
by the people, and when ſo elected, wers 


e alle manner of wholeſorne and realonabls 


kak 424 3 eee crimes, coin in mo- 
nex, & c. &c. and every other privilege re- 
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Tie +" Pits was ok ed 
2 jndgtbent given | in the court of Chancery 
at Weſttninſter, -in the term of the Holy 
Trinity, in the thirty ſixth year of the reign 
of Charles the ſecond, upon a writ. of ire. 
Jaciut; and the colony remained for ſeyeral 
years without a charter, —— n 2 
lution they impriſoned Sie Edmond An 
dtos, king —— $ pra thay — — 
ed the-prince of Orange fore time before 
his artival in England, reſuming the privi- 
leges of n former charter, which would 
fterwards reſtqred, had not king 


William been diſguſted by a remonſtrance 
From Mr. Mather, tlie 2oton Wan _—_ 
1 eee 1 atv; 


e i Xt; TEE 14.33 Sf e- -; 
ſeal, in the third year of Wilkam s we Many 
in which their former rights were reſtored, 
with this exception, that the appointment of 
their governor, lieutenant-governor, and ſe- 
cretary, was reſerved to the crown, with's' 
0 to repeal their laws within the terꝶm 
; a e of 
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| Qotinyttient, 155 Rhode Iſland- govern- 
ments, though ſettled ſoon after the colony of 
| Maſſechuſer's Bay, and upon the fame . 
E and from the ſame religious ou Y 
85 - . ances, 


4 3 
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of Charles the ſecond, and eg af that 

72 ſpace of time, were Aivided into ſe- 
veral wealths, governed by cheit 
own laws, and defended _— by themſelves 
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other civil and military officer; and to make 


Abe prixinble- 0 tho-chaner of Conets- 
cut, cxpretily' declares; that the = oblony,'or 

<<. theogecateſt part thereof, was purchaſed 
and objained for 
56 * fiderations3 aud the other pate deceef 
„gained 


time; e dee 3 — 24 | 
all their/own laws, "hed. eee 


great and valuable con- 
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/ oy 0 gin by cx 


ad This, was N oft 


nies in general, her ware! abandoned: to 
their own — till ar ſucceſsful W 


- 
CY 
2 Br 


is Lg 1 


kes 


| * much difficulty, 
a only endeavours, expence, and 
charge of eee and their aſſo- 
ese batten alleen orte tdw. 


ceo v, ne be! nb hot e un' nN 


lo- 


Den brig *} 
10, 10 36% * 125fons ars vd bow? 
all not demin - gu -lorddhipith. 4 
other calonies,. which. is, noceceflary. ifrom 
their conformity to th. & already ;, MEnU- 


oned: There are ſome things, however, 
in de charter. of Markert. whinh merit 
particular * Atte i 0 

+ granted by. Charles, | 


. This charter -was 
fir t. onlithenadth : 
of June, in the eighth year of hisageign, 


to Cæcilius, baren of Baltimore, .conxeying 
to him, his heirs, Kc. the eng, ju- 


of Na bad, . Haring ne d 8 and 
allegiance, and ſovereign demision due i 


. to the crown, t0 be baden (Ike all the 
e the of the kings of oBngland as 


of 


jo ”S w# >” # 
* 
- . 
- 0 
* 8 


'S Meter gi! & MOI in 


c eme wende e only, "oy 5 
ing only türe Indkzn arrows annoatly, wit 
a Ef part of all gold and filyer ore, and 


granting to the faid lord Baltimore,  &c- 


We free füll, ant abſdlute power, for the 


. 956d and. happy gdvernment of the faid 
„ country,” to'orddin,” make, ena; and, 
under His, or keit ſeal, to publiſh any 


« laws whatſoever, appertaining either to 


« the public ſtate of the faid province, 
© or unto the private utility of particular 
, perſons, according to their beſt" diſcreti- 


ons, by and with the advice und aſſent of 


ee tlie freemen of the aid province, &c.“ 
with power to take away members or lie, 
pardon crimes, coin money, confet titles, dig- 
Kites & "together with the followingcovenant 
which T ſhall tranſcribe for your lord{Ki P's 
yo And further our pleaſure i is, and 
by theſe preſents, for us, our Ybirs and 
"092 ſucceffors, 1 we do covenant and grant, to, 
. and with, the aid” now lord Baltimore, 


his heir 1. Ad allen „that we, our ' heirs 


and ſucceſſors, "ſhall at no time hereafter, 


6 ﬆ ne or cauſe to be ſet, any im- 


2 1 


* % 
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5  * poſition, | 


1 £44]. 
4 e polition, cuſtom, or other taxation, rate, or 
« contribution whatſoever, in and upon the 
| 1 dwellers and inhabitants of the ec tf 
= -| 4} province, for their lands, tenemep Pts, goods | 

I 4 or chattles, within the. "ad" brainer; 
or to be laden or within the 

ports or harbours 3 the "HM province; 

« and our pleaſure 1 and for us, our 

e heirs, and ſucceſſors: 'We PR and 

| « command, that this our declaration, ſhall 

| ebe henceforward, from time to time, 

8 e received ben in all our cqurts, 
[| nM and before all the judges of us, our heirs 
5 > # icceflors; for a ſufficient and lawful 
« diſcharge, payment, and acquittance-; 
4c commanding all and üngular our officers, 
and miniſters, of us, ae and -ſuc- 
* ceſſors, and injoining them paid of 
* our high diſpleaſure, Uh ay" do not 
| ** preſume at any time to attempt any thing 
** to the contrary of the premises, or in 
any fort withſtand the fame.” "Can your 
lordſhip read this without acknowled 
che juſtice of the claims exhibited by yi the 
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colonies; and without ſurprize, that PIE. 
his ne ſervants ſhould 3 
expols 


the charters of ſome- of the colonies do not 
contain expreſs clauſes of exemption from 
foreign taxation equally poſitive, their 
omiſſion can only be attributed to a perſua- 
fion of their inutifiry, and not to any re- 
gard to future claims on the colonies; ſince 


every tranſaction and circumſtance, relatlve 


| to this ſubject, conſpires to. . Prove. that no 


kn,” with which every migilter 2 er. . 


_ prefily th reatened, who in any manner at- 
tempts the taxarlon of this province ; and if 


5 


idea of ſubjecting them to . Parliamentary | 


taxa ion was then formed, nor during a 


R 


this kingdom ſaw itſelf governed by « corrupt 
| and factious miniſters and ac- 


— . , 


parliaments, 


e uff a a \ revolution. \ . . . 3 


1 1 Wy 5; 8 n. 65 


That Hina, hos Hes for a mots x recent ra; 
? when. t the Britiſh: miniſt 
the arrears of the civil liſt, (unable any langer 


y, embarraſſed by 
to provide for the purpoſes of venality 
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long keries of ſucceeding. years, in whi ch [- 
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b importunities of their dependant 
(for whom no adequate proviſions could 
de made, as the advantage ariſing from 
the diſpoſal of places, was already antici- 
pated, by reverſionary grants of. all the 
mot lucrative fine cures, in the kingdom ;) 
' firſt formed the deſign of raifing a revenue 
from the colonies ; 110 as the then prime 
miniſter was perfectly verſed in all the arts 
neceſſary for ſecuring 2 parliamentary maj 
rity. he thought i it moſt eligible for obvious 
reaſons to inveſt the Britiſh parliament with 
a new right of granting to his majeſty the 
property of his American ſubjects, inſtead 
of requiring aid, from their general aſſem- 
blies, agreeable to the conſtitutional , | 
of my proceding adminiſtration, 7 98 


3 The parliament, flattered with the = 
of an increaſe of power, accepted the richt 
with which the miniſtry, from corrupt views, 
had complimented them, though an actual 
innovation till then unclaimed, and I 2 
unthought of. To render thei pretenſions 2 
to ory right the more plauſible, the mininſter 

' | —_— 


ji, by denying the validity of their 


and charters from the crown, by which the 


: 15 perty of their conſtituents, not to uſurp 
W 


1 27 1 


artfully endeayoured, to confound . the ori- 
gina inal dift inctions which the colonies deriyed 


om their charters ; and contract them 
within the limits of this kingdom, and con- 
fequently. Within the extent of parliamentary 


ral charters ; thereby inſulting the roy- 


| al prerogative, by which they had been 


conſtitutionally granted, and trampling un- 


der foot the natural rights of his majeſtys 
American ſubjects; forgetting that the grants 


commons of this kingdom enjoy an exclu- 
2 right of taxing their conſtituents, were 
onfirmed by the ſame ſovereign prerogative 
which granted the charters and privileges of 
the 5 3 Which of conſequence ought 
to be eſteemed as ſacred as our great char 
ter; of liberty ; forge tting alſo. that theſe 
privileges are veſted in the commons of this 
kingdom, to enable them to protect the 


t of any other e of his e 0 _ 
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_ aprecable. to the idea invariably entertained 
_ 44 Alarming as this attempt on their natural 
and conſtitutional rights ought to have been, 
its evils were aggravated by preceding grie- 
Funes; they were then involved in heavy 
diebts incurred for the ſupport of the late 
war, and which they were the leſs able to 


© diſcharge, by a diminution in the value of 
their land, conſequent to the acquiſitioti of 
- new territory, ceded to his majeſty by the 


late peace 5 an 3 3 which: * 
troops had been denied a ſhare, with the 
reſt of the king's forces ſerving in America; 5 
though encouraged: ta expect it by his late 
majeſty's proclamation ; but neither the 
Inſult of theſe injuriaus diſtinctions, nor 
the oppreſſion of their debts were their 
only grievancies: they were particul * 
_ - embarraſſed; by the commercial regulat 
I + of this kingdom, and, in ſeveral. particu- 
lars, excluded from manufacturing the pro- 
duce of their own lands for their own-uſe; | 
"a tight entailed on all 3 n | "0 


: - 5 me of natufe. F 4788 "61> 
I Fas : 4 e =D | pak "bo 
8 * 05 a Bouncy empire, united 


3 — under one ſovereign, they had tacitly ſub- 


4 wied to the ſuperintending authority of the i _ 
„ Britiſh parliament, in making laws ton re- 
— — - gulate. the commercial intercourſe and on- 


nection of the whole, though they had fund 

<A their regulations in ſeveral: inſtances partial = 
3a - ond calcutated more for the particular emolu- 

ta ment of this kingdom than the mutual | 
advantage of the whole empire; td theſe. 


© however, they had made na reſiſtance 
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of purchaſing our European and India goods 


tion with grey ba country, and ſtill 
continue to acknowledge our claims over 
their ecommerce, though 1 am fully con 
vinced they can be ſupported on no other 


| reaſonable foundation than the conceflions 
| made by the colonies; conceſſions from 
which they have ſuffered a. variety of com- : 5 


- mercialembarraſſinents, particularly by acts 
- of parliament againſt - their making ſteel or 
Ring Neel furnaces, and againſt plating 


T and fitting mills, Bee. for manufacturing 
- | zron (the produce of their own country) for 
their own uſes, By our reftraints on hatters, 
and the exportation of hats, and on their 


log wood trade; as alſo by a provibliice- 
| againſt tranſporting wool or woollen manu- 
factures from one colony to another, and 
| likewiſe by reducing them to the neceſſity 


ee e F 
r. than that at which they are ſold in 


HA To theſe let me add, as the effects 
of Grenvillian meaſures (ever abſurd and 
ne ruinons to ow ane the op- 

40 NOT | Peel 


„ payin 
ties, and afterwards wee th 
| America and alſo the reſtraints on their 


: * | with AU 
wks eventual effected che Bale do of - 
which. hed = x? Sante 
5 | | | | . 


| West India phnters, by  miniftcrial "influ- = 
5 I ard for their ſeryices i vot ing 0 
1 n 2 . 5 

I A adequate a peace which, diſintereſted poſ- 


I = ea, 


Cad 


terity will — * this act the trade to the 
French, Dutch, and Daniſh: ſettlements in - 
the Weſt Indies; and which had. afforded 
the northern colonies an advantageous mart 
for their bulky, commodities (the profits of 
2 e e in Rang: was | 


12 hv impov veriſhed. ace ſtruggling „ 
under theſe accumulated grievances, they 
were alarmed; by the late ſtamp act, which 
threatened the intire ſubverſion of their free - 
dom. Had our miniſters proceeded by more 


cautious and gradual advances towards the 
object of their views, they would doubtleſs 
have ſucceeded: .in exterminating American 
liberty ; through the unſuſpecting confi- 


dence which the colonies repoſed in the 


equity and moderation of their parent coun- 
try, and their natural affection to this king- 
Y dom, fo repugnant to a contention with, its 


n 


unknown i in 1 and were eee © 
men oyer whom they had no conſtitutional 
influence and againſt | their 9 remon- 


. | ſtrances, | 
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their charters, and eſtabliſhing a pre. 
cedent' for the unlimetted uſürpation of their 
their Pro erty. againſt their conſent. In theſe 
wn 1 circumſtances 
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= oli 2 e een yy ane re- 


lat, = "ultimately. "eftabliſh., that 
e Which 4. leſs audacious. miniſ- 


| nie it 1 by a 
| NE that the Britiſh Dar lar 

ö make law in all ea ing thn 
mies; and the extent of this aſſert 

b 3 | the next ſeſſions, declared, ), ann chen 
| poſing duties on paper, glaſs, &c. im- 


ported into the colonies, In this ſecond 
attempt 
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kitemßt for taxiig America, the mannür 7 


Was, indeed ſotne what varied, without al- 
leviating the grievance ; it was ſtill an at- 
tempt to uſurp their property apainſt theit 


from the enjoyment of thoſe Privileges of 
which we ourſelbes are ſo tenacious. The 


commons of this kingdom again forgot 'that 


the end of their political exiſtence was to 


fecure the rights of Britons, not uſurp thoſe 
öf Americans; and again attempted to render 


the colonies not only ſubjects to his majeſty, 


but to the king's Britiſh ſubjects, and to ex- 


erciſe over them an authority as deſpotic as 


that ak the man Ah monarch in * g 


I yas with 8 bene 3 
tude with which the colonies received 9 — | 


repeal of the ſtamp act, and their impa= | 
tience to obliterate every thought 3 injurious _ 


to their parent oountry; and; was ſenſibly 


| - grieved that they were no longer permitted to 
continue in that happy diſpoſition ; and thar 


_— _— and er of our —_— on 
_ 2 5 ne 
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cönſent, and ungenerouſly exclude” them 


—— 


c 26 
vere. ſo ſoon, revived by this 
Recond: 8 to, raiſe. a revenue from them | 


by parliamentary authorityz-a.revenue which 


became particularly, grievous from, the moda 
of its application ; being deſtinet not only ta 
ſapport a number of new and oppreſſive of · 


ficers, (who have fince. inſulted them with 


all the inſdlence of delegated power, and its 
attendant pomp, rendered mare odious by 
the poignant reflection, that it is all maintain 


ed by the property cruelly extorted from tlie 
vitals of an impoveriſhed people) but alfo 


to deſttoy the juſt and conſtitutibnal infſu- 


ence of their general aſſernblies, by furniſhing, 


large Galaries te their gorernoras judges; and 
other executive officets (who are ſuch only: 
during the king's pleaſure) thereby rendering 
them, as well-as the defence of the Fe | 


independant on the peep le, and endangering 
their ROY by ſubjecting them, both in: 


life and property, to an arbritrary power 


which they have neither delegated nor 
entruſted to thoſe by "whom it is erer 
ciſed; and . my lord, in actual viola«. 


tion of: the: privileges not only of their: 


own-- charters but of: the Magna Charta 


of this kingdom, which in the preſent 


— circumſtances 
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Pee e his freehold, 


5 ander as having no 
tioent de de kingdom 9 


e eesdeser up 
| Hen. V. N 10 iſ That 


Abel br pe- 
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luable rights of Engliſhmen; as are all th 5 
| —— many of the merchants and 


— 


12551 


Saquontly: deprived: of ane of the moſt'vas 


re 888 this 
kingdom; and pity it is, that this r * 
enen remedied,” 


- When the great charter of Englic liver 
was granted by king, John, local property 


was dhe only, obje&t of | taxation, and as = 


all who had freeholds, (however ſmall) 


N then intituled to vote at elections; | 


aſequentiy none were taxed. but by their 
own. do 2. Impoſitions however 


having been ſinde extended to a variety of 
other articles, affecting equally thoſe who 
| have, and have not frecholds, innovations 
ginsl purity of dur conſtitution, which in+ 
tended that property, the fruit of lawful | 


induſtry, ſhould never be taken from the 


 poſleſſbr, without his conſent 5 But the pre- 


feat deviations from this equitable intention, 
ought ta be canfidered,. as grievances de- 


_ redteſs, rather than precedents, to 


audbortse | 
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5 _ m_ wil ee my _ 


> that the inhabitants of this kingdom, who | 
do not actually vote for members of parlia⸗ 


ment, are not duly repreſented, but yet they 

owe obedience to our laws, from the bene- 
fit and protection they receive from them, 
and the non-exereiſe of chat right, which is 

veſted in every individual, to withdraw from 
1 ſociety whoſe laws: are not equitable of | 
confitent with his intereſt; they are how= 
ever ſecured from unreaſonable impoſitions, 
becauſe the members af the houſe of com- 


mons, cannot tax them, without involving 
tbemſelyes and conſtituents in the taxation ; 


but the ſituation of the cqlonies is very diſ- 
fimilar; as they haye no ſuch ſecurity, and 
belides, . have availed | themſelves of their 
natural right, and retired to a diſtant, ung 
cultivated country, becoming ſeparate ſtates, 
with diſtin& charters and privileges; to this 


let me add, that by the conſtitution of this 


em, l individual poſſeſſed 
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we" alone demonftrates that the colonies 


afe hot fepreſented in pai 


tation ;” and inconteſtibly 8 
and abſurdity « of the'argumen 

conttary by your Tordſhip's advocates, and 
ſaficiently ' proyes that the extenſion of 


taration td the "colonies, is doubly unju 


40 alt infringement not only of their own 
nge de df eu; and, Txt 


60 extort money from them, in an yicohs 
Ritutional manner, is influenced by prineiples 
as iniquitous as thoſe which actuats the 
robber. T need not therefore 
dpinion of the miniſtet, who could wanton- 


order troops to B—n, to ae a "os 


3 


2 } r * - „ g 
4 ® 


1} 
E 
ings, has a right to an actual vote tor rer 


even to the preſent partial mods of poprafu 


think, that very man, however clevaied 
bis" ſituation, who adviſes coercive mea 


explaia m 


. to the * of government, — 
repay to this kingdom the charges of defence 
and protection. Theſe however are but 


poor pretences: their governments are main 
tained at their own expence, and they owe 


| wy OE 75 275 m * . 5 2 
5 A he Aachens FF. 2 prince, . 
dif- united into various ſtates, are equally 
Expoſed to hoſtilities from an enemy, 
whenever war * is declared againſt their 
common ſov eign; from n it becomes 
4 duty reci al incumbent on all, to af- 
ford each other mutual ald and protedtion 4 
without charging any thing to the particu- 
lar ſtate againſt which the operations of 
| the enemy are principally directed. ul 
theſe equitable. principles, the calonies 
have ever regulated their conduct 
al * wars in which they have been 


engaged 


in all Wk 5 G ns 28 alt G Canad | 
attack on Carthagena, and every h Spe 
on of importance in 1 8 ol he 
Precetiig* the 11 Hey, en 

motion, 5 "and, exec 


t Europe, as: hers 5 e acquiſition wa 
the coſuing treaty, Tg as an Ec gin pon 
for all the” con queſts made by our g 
ad afterwards FEET to F race, fo 
covery of policitions3 in which ch 1 
not t emoſt diſtant i Intereſt. -'T Th 
however'i impoſed no taxes 0 on. Gre 
0 Gs wa he” expence of 88 + | x ue 
4s diſtinet ſlates, Ne a m 
. 1 no! ery have s been 1.5 ore 


aer ny in yy 
DE duet öf the colonies in 
pect contributed to engage us therein: 
9 5 2 they 


yCO-0 WE i our Foo 's | 


a 
* S ys 5 _ 
r — a4 3 — 


they continued in : place 2 all their neigh 
hours tillthe F rench erected forts in his ma- 
jeſt 8 uncultivated territories in America, in 
wv hich Great-Britain, was as much intereſted 
4s the colonies: to repel theſe encroachments, 
- no declaration of war was neceſſary; and 
: this the colonies undertook, by direction 
from his majeſty, near two years before any 
ſuch declaration was publiſhed; and if Great - 
Britain choſe afterwards to enter into a 
general war with France, are the colonies 
to be charged with the enormous expence 6 
of r meaſure? We indeed ſent troops 
to America to oppoſe thoſe of France on 
at continent ; but can that afford a reaſon- 
able pretence for | raiſing unconſtitutional 
claims on the colonies ? Had the French _ 
Landed in Cornwall, and all the force of 
this wn been employed againſt” them 
there, - ſhould we have expected that ſingle ; 


co ny to have reimburſed the expence ? 

Would it have been more advantageous to 

Great-Britain, to have engaged the French 
in Germany, than in America, where our 
operations were afliſted by the colonies, or 
115 have * our treaſure in a foreign 
country. 


430 


country, rather than amongſt « our A meriean 


ſubjects, by whom it was immediately re- 
paid to this kingdom, for our manufactures? 
Surely your lordſhip muſt acknowledge that 
the partial diverfion of the war from Ger- 


many to America was advantageous to this 
kingdom, and a meaſare which cannot 
afford the leaſt pretence for taxing the 


colonies, eſpecially as - our troops were ſent 
thither not ſo much for protecting the in- 


aw as for en our ne to 


0 e aff and . uin paths 
either ignorantly or wickedly centred; 


inflame the minds of Britons, and Gaſtify 


our uſurpativns on the rights of America. 
It is however notorious, that except Nova 


Scotia and Georgia (brats generated by mi- 
niſterial favour) not one of 


the colonies re- 
ceived the leaſt aid from our nn 


in their ſettlement; and as for protection 

we never offered it to them in their infancy; 
and of later years they have neither wanted 
nor received any, except ſuch as ihe king's 
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with that of Portugal, &c.) the WIR 
of which have infinitely exceeded all the 


| Expence this kingdom ever has, or ever can 


incur, on that account : but was the caſe 


otherwiſe, and had we a right to expect a 
contribution from the colonies, towards the 


national expence, why ſhould we deny them 


the, privilege of making it voluntary, and 


the pleaſing opportunity of demonitrating. 


their affections and loyalty to their ſovereign, 


by giving him a part of their own. pro- 


perty, agreable to their natural and conſti- : 
| Seton __ wh __ to wu honour 2 . 


ho: Mags " a 
chat they would ſtill continue to afford an 
equitable! contribution to the common ex- 
pence, from their liberality on former oe- 
caſions, particularly during the laſt war. 
When they exerted themſelves ſo unequally 


in the common ſervice, that che ritt; 


parliament thought it a duty, to grant them 
onſiderable ſums to componſate the diſpro—- 


portion of their ſervice; and ne lordſhip 
2 will 


OY 


| will pleaſe to -ODLIECVC „that this conduct * 
parliament, affords ha moſt convincing 
teſtimony that the nation, at at the concluſion 
of the laſt war, thought the elonies no 
ways indebted to us on the ſcore of | 
tion; fince in that caſe, the grant of pe- 
cuniary componſations, to thoſe had not 
borne an equal ſhare of the public burthen, 
would have been the moſt. conſummate 
abſurdity ; if then we had no demands on 
the colonies prior to —— ig | 
| haſt war, they muſt neceſſarily have ariſen 
ſince chat æra; and yet it is hardly credible 
that a people who, when few in number, 
were able to defend themſelves, even in a 
time of war, ſhould, when increaſed to three 
millions, and in a en ad profound peace, 
neceſſarily incur a debt to this kingdom 
for their protection: a conſiderable num 
ber of troops have indeed been ſtationed 
in America ſince the war, but for what 
poſe ? — Two or three regiments might 


1. uſefully garriſoned in che new 


conquered provinces, though we could have 
had no claims on the other colonies for 


their * ſince the emoluments arifing 
from 


in a time 0 peace, 
ee e ; 
_ that. e have abun ag Ea 50 . 
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beiter have Torah 
their. poſſe! grs, — 2 5 10 the g 
455 * ic 1 becn i i in 8 | 
ies, to. burthen. them — 


| 2 front them m. 2 TH 1 A 
t ene 1 55 are 
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l pn 40 a 87 greater 1 5 er 50 
myce the colonies 
Lives. obliged. 0 ſupport, an army” \ 


{eflarily,.quartered, amongſt 50 
their defire, and ſtationed, bot on 


Are ntiers, but in the heart 1. 5 "5 po ultts | 
country. with deſign, to re epreſs the _ 


(#1 

Uberty, /- ahd overs them to 2x: rink} 
fübmiſſen te bete of Perlletent; am un 
generonz deſiger W e Beef 
bi we bert E 
parliament made ſoon after the ſtam pA | 
(and for the ſole purpoſe of aſliſting its 

| eXckitien) to wy ers 22 at their 

o, expehcs, king's tr69p8 

Wh par e of Aeles — aNowed 1 
cken i Engiabd, = ni ekuſd foe | 
hapoweifo efficers, © 8X” obta 

4 wartant 4 me: of poet _ 
Warrant they àre cömiffhntded to iſſee witha 
out any previous oath} 46 break open ths 
houſes of any of the inhabitants, by nighe 
or by day, under pretence of ſearch. 
* ig for deferters,” for thefe, my lord are 
the very extraordinary words. of dhe act. 
If therefore troops have been ſtationed in 
the | colonies! Originally ours it ls Wen 
againſt their expreſs remònſtraaces, wad 
not for the purpoſe of defenes, but oh. 
pfeſſton, the  Tharges' of which they can 
hardly be expected to defray . Siher thehe= 
fore (as is evidem) vre had no juſt demands 
On. N77 colonies * tenchulion of the 
ET late 
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tice, of. taxing America to bſay any thing 
of, 1 7 Will nething be fue 


its ingtie Naben ot; at leaſt I * 
— led nethisg but the expectation of 
advantage bote this meaſure has rendtred. 
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What. but: 00 e have inter 
* the conſtitutional channel in hb 
all. ſupplies from the colonies e d 


ntrod. ed in its ſtead an aempr fr, 

—— their charters and inſulting che 
precogtve vy wh they were grant? 
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perky of thion{oawould. gray ahtiblaatitninc: 
ed prodigality ? In taxing the colonies, the 
parliament was flattered with an increaſe 


le of- 93 
wal thc hopes ibfpclief from che ates. 


okcaatrymulyted taxes! But ini zxhis, e 


forther becameEthe/todls of miniſterial mean 


ſuten and the latter wehe aufer of mt. 
ſterial Artifice, fince- if the whole! property: 


„all ih xolonies; was gdepdfited" in the“ 
| Y of Great Britain/'1 dealt whether 
it would aboliſvia fingle tax c the artis 
cles conſumed chiefly by the middling, and 
inferior people, r in any reſpect alleviare” 
the) weight of their complicated oppreſſion 
The extenſion therefore of parliamentary” 


taxatian to the colonies; is calculated b 


6 todyrovide new eſtabliſnments, for che Kl 


vonkites of miniſters, and new ſüpplies fo 
the exigences of corruption, and thereby 
augment the evils of miniſterial influence: 
already: ſo enormous as to endanger the con- 
ſtitotian in this age of venality ; ſince all 
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moſſt abfürd E r. 
this king d 
— Gf Sommerceo to America, SN 
es Cor princips.luppertetand maſt; gti 
nately prove its ruin d A bilſt the impoſiſions 
ol gor! Wbieln have we ſo. grentl) are 
k e Fearee ſufficient to pay the pee 059 fn. 
lets empiopell in elle cane zhem, throvgh 
a che ide extent of the Kings king's: Hexican 
Wdprdvinees⸗ Before the ,adogtion, hu ßbeſe 
indaſdtes, the produce of all. their Kircu- 
2 Nous trade, as well as of their, irc 4 
n ie eonfantly remitted; to this Kingdom, in 
to Femin for ue -nanufaRturess, (Oct it 
cds rele dy taxes to extort a , fingls, far- 
on = from them, more than. the, fur of this 
Lees Poder; all therefore that is in 1 * 
drawn from them by impoſitions myſt ne- 
ceſſarily be ſaved by diminiſhing, the, con- 


ſumption of our commodities ; and * * 
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1 have juſtly forfdited,! the 
dithehce! AHA Hection of H mer can fellow 
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Nod yg ene dong winters; in Which they 
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þ1Fhe wandfaRture:of, coarſe wool- 
ee ad nen Gothe, py che middling and 


5 be <AbRſhed' ever fince: 8 
and N the enty enpedient by Wai 
Farr} —— find employment there 


-U2 Re buried in ſnow, and which preciu 


füt: domeſtic labour: more than this, it was 
ni eicher heir intereſt, nor melinatigp to 


WI - mehitifatture" before the ſtamp act: That 
16 mkafüre however neceſſarily engaged, coy 
1 1 extend weir manufactures, not only to 

(eng our injuſtice, but becauſe they 
2 dete thereby rendered unable to pay for 


no ft cbmfmodities: a general. revolution of 
1 manners ben extended nlelf ta; all * 5 
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23 . oils; © 15: a eaitibommo? | 5 
© 5e is a peculiar grievance 1 the 
dutzeß aß. well as in their apitel, Tie 
2 dies "ers. prohibited: from -purchafi 1 
the ae om modities except from Grün- 
Britin, and their, price being greatly sn 
hanced, by. the, impoſitions laid on then, 
manufacturers in this kingdom (which are an 
ons . paid by the ene it came 
by * n PO onable..to. d them with l: 
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par manufactured: there, ail pi 


that then manyfatture/-v:not'only' eaſy 
the commodities charged with the late 


dutięs / ſꝛbut ofna variety of other 2 


IS atpally; undertaken z will they A, b 
the, ſagacity. of choſe meaſures; which n 
engaged the colonies to enter into c 


0 


nations againſt importing our goods, 464” 


which naturally tended to ruin” our com. 
meree. by. ee economy and manu 8 


a © 
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3 and: accelerating their 
diſunion * this kingdom: theſe, my 
lord, 
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pane Lach a moſt: 7 ware | 
_ our trade: is ee declining, and 

ſtarving for Wanzl of 
employment | vor can any 3 N 


ö N injucied.. | Americans, 
United with them Ne danse. 


A K Ne 
y be — whillt America, from 
her nat natural, local, and inherant ir tele 
muſt, after, various viciſitudes, Cre 
Wrane Awisber et Sf 

—ỹm n e i 105 
The e the colonies have now Af 
rived, at: the dernier extremity; happy would. 
it bave been for us if our meaſutes had: 
not elled them to determine the e 
tent of parliamentary authority, - with: fichi 
wth exactneſs; but the ſpirit of oppoſition; 
is: now. univerſally eſtabliſhed in the eolo- 
nies, and, by reaſon and habitude of thine- 
ing, ſo fully confirmed, / that nothing more 
than a * ine to parliamentary 
impoſitions 


e hy 


impoſitlons will 4 Reobminec from "EY 


5 1 | 


4 


GY bole: they have lindeed fu 


Pente Wer ve fftatoe ar? pfeſellt, ExpeRing | 
mich 


Few thwnewoparlidinent dated 7 
daR Ted „che lild tits be- denied them; 1 
dan de a | yogsiford(hipy dt From the 


jeg enk Hhirhf a reſidenee of more thaw 


cetah heel the Acts colonies, ant 
His Ene h letge Uf their" diſpoſition and 


figs" "Has efidbled'l me to"'form;” I fear 

at” the preſerit tranquility in that part of 
a muy ſaffer an interruption which 

ais as" your” lordftüp's depen- 


dants affect: ter repreſtnt the colonies)" may 


be attended ii unhappy conſequences 3 


and perhaps hoſtilen meaſures Will be the 


only alternative to a repeal of the late acts. 
Meſtwe not then reſoſve either to renounce 


dut pretenſions on the colonies;'or to butcher 


their inhabitants; if this ſhould be the queſt 

tion, n man of common humanity wolf 
lbfiktelia moment” in forming his reſolüti⸗ 
ons wn this ſubject, after the illegality, rfuls 


| ticey-and'in expedience of taxing them has 


betri clearly and inconteſtibly demonſtrated; 


but this ene has the K die ng 


IIa en ; 26S © * or 
21101110 N ; 
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of miniſters who are actuated by mote ale: 


_ vated principles than thoſe of juſtice, or 


the public good; and if we may credit 


the intelligence. retailed from the daily ba. b 
pers, concerning the reſolves of out achte 4 


ous. and patriotic adminiſtration, we ay 
expect an armament will be ſoon order E: 
to America, to imbrue their, hands in the 
blood of their countrymen. A meaſure at 
which every individual muſt ſhudder, who 


is not ſteeled againſt, the ſenſations of bu- 


manity. To deter you from this horrid a4. 
tempt, it is neceſſary to expoſe the ruinous 
conſequences which muſt reſult therefrom, 


if happily an attention to theſe, 0 have 


any influence on your: conduct. 


The Sons, 1 this kingdom, OAT ts. 


chat of the colonies, is a ſubject which 1 


would cautiouſly avoid; but as es in 


this particular may be attended with * 


moſt fatal conſequences, .{by encour: 
malevolent minds, to avail themſel ves of an. 
imaginary ſuperiority, to perpetuate. injuſ- 
tice; I think it neceſſary to ſuggeſt to youy 
lordſhip, that a lia: of eight hundred 
25 1 Dy thouſand 


+ 


l F »'2 


fend on an e lo diſtant. . 


21 


\ 


thoufand n men, naturally brave aa t 4 


habituated from childhood to the® e erciſe 
of arms, and animated. with the enthuſiaſm 


of liberty, or driven to deſpair, might reſiſt 


a preater force, than it will ever be con- 
ſiſtent with the ſafety of this kingdom to 


- 


* + £2 | 
1197 = 


Ther can | be n 
ber, which i: is accurately "aſcertained! by a 
poll tax, on. all male adults in the colonies 


familiarized to hunting and the uſe of ares 15 
1 cannot but | think them as fit for ſervice"! in 
a ron gh woody American country," a8 atiy 


eines "which | b lordſhip ban order” 
ition) 


er (on that ju and humane exped 


ths R only excepted, who have” already 
ſerved in that country. Whether therefore 
we thould be able to ſubject - the' Wen 
colonies; by force is with, me a queſtion, at 
a leaſt the Helvetic Cantons, the United Pro- 
ces, and Corſica, afford pertinent proofs” 
af 


ces, 
7 5 12 


no deception in their num- 


3 
and as they are all (except Penſylvania) 4 
provided with a militia law, from which no 
male inhabitants between the age of fix 
teen and fixty is exempt ; "and are befides' 5 
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' Elibia that the e Ws ; 2 co- 
bones ſhould eyer be oppoſed to their 7 
tent country, or that this kingdom, b 
; hoſtile meaſures, ſhould: ever drive them 5 


"Qual refitance ; and: deteſted be thoſe 


55 ſhlental . wretehes, © who would "eric ; 
4 uch gnutual, 95 6 unnate N dent ven | 


128 4 


Rg. withes; in Toa od we by ſu- 


reduce che colonies - to- the moſt 
 ſybmiſion,. what are to be the happy 


ice? What 
—_— can we Ts 


pL Ty Wer pegel, o gr rg cheir i in- 


© can We pc derive. from a 
N 5 RA ah 


ecarious, Property, wehoſ 
ſe * per 1 the 1 wier 
a parliament, in which they. h 
e nor can tit 


5 


55 or will Mts . induſtry, en- 


humane nation, that has ſo often protected 
che liberties of others, and not only feels for 
the ſtruggling Corſicans, but deteſts that 


policy which has ſtiled them rebels, be in- 
flamed into an unnatural. attempt, to tear 


tween freedom and e Wo 1 bare 
bazer bopes | N Wh! 


are recovering from the deluſion of miniſ- 
tetial artifices; truth is beaming through 
the . midſt 4 ſeurrility and falchood, in 
Which! it has been invelloped by your Men- 
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ous. extenſive trade 
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our W taxes, or purchaſe our manufac. 


tures? No, my lord, the ruin of the colo · 


nies muſt ruin our commerce, and overturn 
tlie Pillars of ſtate. But could they be ſub· 


jected at leſs expence, would ſaperior force 
authorize im;uſtice? Shall a generous and 


from her children, by violence, the only pri. 
vilege which 8 the diſtinction he- 


JF- 3 
The People of Great Britain ever juſt, 


tors and other ſcriblers, unworthy to be 
E (Venal wretches, whoſe dulneſs 
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* . ne ended by thels 8 
impudence, and falgty, and whoſe total want 
of argument ſufficiently precludes them from 


the charge of ſophiſtry.) They perceive 


the abſurdity of charging the colonies with 5 


want of duty, whilft our conduct towards 


is unnatural and oppreſſive; they re- 


5 le; that before the late ſtamp act, none 


of — majeſtys ſubjects were more diſ- 


> tipguiſhed for loyalty and obedience, and 
that as we have confeſſedly been the aggreſ- 


all the conſe- 


ſors in the preſent conteſt, 


- quences, are. juſtly chargeble on ourſelyes, 


They conſider that thoſe who will tram- 
ple u under foot. the liberties, of one part of 
bis majeſty” s ſubjects, will not hetſiate in 
e thoſe of the reſt ; that it is the, | 


fame. party that endeavours, to. Tepreſs the, 
ſuit o of freedom in this kingdom that wou 


epf] ave the colonies, and that the fame, men 
and principles which perpetrated: the; maſs, 


facre on the 10th of MI "fp ordered 
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The friends of Bririſh and Aer. h-, 


| Ee, thus de RCTS. that hes, 


hays 


mies, and will execrate 1 
mutual ee e Witt TAIL? 18 10 | | 


0 N .. wh J- 


w 12 k is nen my Sh to » pid chat the 
dependance of the colonies cannot be ſecurs 
ed but by theſe unconſtitutional meaſures 3 


if there is any man who cannot form an 
idea of ſuprei 


taxation, he may read it in the hiſtory of 
our colonies, where he will find 3 en- 


acy without the right of 


Joying, an exclufive right of taxation, whilſt | 


| the executive authority of government wal 
| lodged in the crown 
and the Britiſh parli 
| ftrained and regula 
our mutual advantage; upon theſe Princt- 
ples, and with theſe \conneRions, their des 


its repreſentatives, 
ment by its laws re- 


ed their commerce for 


Pendance was ſufficiently ſecured, and "th 
parent country was content with the Jul 
exerciſe of her ſupremacy, to which the c- 

lofiies with undeviating conſtancy yielded 


a ſubmiſſion truly filial ; whilſt the fruits 


of. all their induſtry, ultimately centered in 


this kingdom, as naturally as ſtreams run 
5 td the ocean; till this happy intercourſe 


ys 1 


of 


161. 


of mutual an and affection was un- 
nectflarily and wantonly interrupted by thoſe 


peſtilential meaſures, which we have nat 
yet reſolved to renounce ; and which you, 
my lord, have purſued with an avidity 
which has reduced the affairs of America 
to the moſt alarming fituation : when you 
unhappily aſſumed the adminiſtration of 
theſe affairs, all was quiet in the colonies, but 
Eager to act the part of a ſpirited miniſter, 
you wantonly wrote a letter n by equal 
— and —2—¼ — — to the 
rnor of Maſſachuſet's 5 relative to 
the ts letter of the houſe of repreſen. 
tatives in that reſpectable province, which 
yon imprudently ſtiled a meaſure of a 
< moſt dangerous and fa ctious tendeney, 
calculated to inflame the minds of his 
« majeſty's good ſubjects in the colonies, to 
promote unwarrantable combinations, ta 
<< excite: and encourage an open oppoſition 
** to, and denial of, the authority of parlia- 
ment, and to ſubvert the true principles 
of the conſtitution,” and by making an 
unwarrantable requiſition, ara the 
royal prerogative. * 
| : Ta 
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10. ie ths king for a tedreſy of 
tinte, is the acktidivtedged. right of 
every ſubject, and to ſtigmatize an invita« 
tion to exerciſe this right, with the ſcurril- 

= at. probious” epithets which I have 
; and require, the repreſentatives 
Þ — and 2 people to reſcind 


invitation of a former houſe, and threa- 
5 rue refuſal with. a depri vation of their 


was an example of mi- 
— rarely obſerved in this 


deb: *; = the e agg 


i og 1 5 2 8 5 e e of 2 1 . 2 
the alternative of an implicit ſubmiſſion to an yo 
tfary mandate, or inſtant diſſolution is a meaſure 
milar to that exerciſed towards the Engliſh, Houſe of 
Commons, in the arbitrary reign of James the Firſt, 
Ta chat aſſembly by a vote, juſtly declared, 4 vio- 
lation of the freedom of the Houſe. The general | 
' aff embly of Maſfachuſet's s Bay, is the Houſe of Com- 
mons of that province; nor could it's deliberations be 
conſtitutionally free on any requiſition, whilſt over 
| awed. by: a penalty, annexed to their refuſal. , * Tis this 
penal mandate, that has been the ſource of every diſ- 
order at — ſubſequent to that unconſtifutional 
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rately acquainted with the temper of th th 


Fr + 66 TT. 
with which it was s attended, would have been 
naturally predicted by any perſon mode - 


to whom it was addreſſed. But as the cha- 5 
rafter of a ſpirited miniſter was the prin- 


cipal object of your ambition, vou reſolved 


not te deſiſt from Jour. attempts by a fingle. 


: - 


re epulſe. 5 * Mene icq to, defifeere, vicam”, 


meaſure, and which are the portentuous' ras of 
your ſpirited conduct, that has a natural and neceſſary 
tendeney to alineate irrecoverably, the affection of his; 


Majefty's s American ſubjects, and rendes . them our 
future enemies, alarming ideas | = To the ö 


„ 


_ the independance of the colonies, I * have alledg- F 


ed what I then forgot, that in the reign of Charles the 


Firſt, when the parliament was meditating a bill relat- 


ing to the external regulation of the colonies ; the two 
houſes received a meſſage from his Majefty, informing E 
them, that the colonies were the king's ' colonies, 
and not the objects of parliamentary legiſlation 3 and 
that the privy council would take order in the matters 
relating to them, and the bill was, accordingly laid 


aſide. Another argument in their favour is, that | 


: 
F * 
+ 
*. 


the houſe of Lords, which is the ſupreme court of 


judicature in this kingdom, has never exerciſed atty | 
judicial authority over the colonies ; this arts refort | 


in all appeals from America, in ben n,. 


: to We Se in council. 


NON 
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was a "qu ſoliloquy, which 1 
a reſolution of affording the nation ſome 
convincing proofs of your amazing: intrepidi- 
1 and the menacing. inſults of the officer 
of, the cuſtoms at Boſton, having produced 
a trivial diſturbance among a few of the 
populace there, you bravely procured a re- 
ſolution of council for ſending a military 
force to that province. If men of prudence, 
and diſcernment, have till lately pitied the 
ignorance and prejudice which promoted that 
meaſure, the unhappy conſequences, with 
which it will ſoon be attended (if our fears 
are not premature) will neceſſatily raiſe our 
indignation. A bare report of the diſtination 
of theſe troops, has occaſioned a meeting of 
the town of Boſton, with acts and reſolves 
as ſpirited as your lordſhip s conduct; and 
theſe have: already produced a committed 
C of convention from almoſt all the towns in 
that province, and engaged the inhabitants 
to provide themſelves with arms under pre- 
tence of expecting a war with France; if 


effects like theſe have reſulted from the bare 4 
expectation of troops among them, what un- 1 | 
happy, what alarming conſequences may we 

= a 


7 
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not expect from their actual arrival, at laſt 
if they obſtruct the execution of the civil 
government, or irritate the people by any 
acts of violence 3 what. advantage you could | 
poſſibly wack from this meaſure, I can- 
5 nat 


* AE en 8 Free 
has been received that the troops ordered from Hal- 
lifax to Boſton, to appeaſe diforders of migifleria} 
creation, have arrived, and landed without oppoſition 
from the Inhabitants z/ an event which has has afford- 
ed cauſe of triumph to the miſtaken enemies of Ame - 
rican freedom, who vain ly boaſt of it, as a trial of 
ſtrength and courage, between this Kingdom and the 
colonies, and the friends of Mr. G=——e, have 
from this experiment taken occaſion to lament that 
ſimilar meaſures had not been purſued, for enforcing 
the ſtamp-aR, deluded 'mortals | who know not that 
the very object of your exaltation is pregnant with 
t be moſt alarming evils; aſter the colonies have ex- 
5 . — their * and implored juſtice, if nen 


| force to Aide and —— the 1 th of . 7 
among them; who that is acquainted with human 
nature, but muſt know, that laſting enmity will ſue- 
ceed their former affection to this kingdom ; — re- 
ſentment will actuate men to revenge themſelves even 
at the expence of their own advantage, and that the 


Americans are not inſenſiple to this paftion is a ary 


41 


£691. 


1 But from the dumber of cheſs. 
troops, they could not be intended to ex» 


terminate the inhabitants, or oppoſe the 


canal n = Ser money and if you 
dor | a 


which the merchants and 33 of this king- 
dom may too ſoon experience, and we ſhall en 
learn to eſtimate the value of American commerce 
from the conſequences attending it's Joſs, -—— If 
your lordſhip ever expected that the inhabitants of 
Boſton would oppoſe the landing of the King's troops, 
you certainly knew very little of their temper or 
deſigns : they acknowledge his Majeſty's right to 
| Ration his troops in any part of his dominions, where. 
they are thought neceſſary, provided they are kept 
in ſubjection to the civil authority, and as they have 
= even refuſed the payment of thoſe impaſitions, 
which they deem unconſtitutional, could it be expect- 
ed that they would reſiſt a meaſure which they ac- 
knowledge. to be a legal exerciſe of the King s prero- 
gative? ſurely not. — Every circumſtance however 
relating to this ſubject, demonſtrates that their con- 
duct has in no reſpect been dictated by fear, but a 
regard to the intereſt of the colonies in general (which 
they are unwilling to injure by imprudence or raſhneſs) 
and to the. laws and government of their country in 
particular, which they declare themſelves reſolved to 
obſerve withthe utmoſt exactneſs; and to countenancyg ' 
10 oe in a deviation from this reſolution, fully per- 
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would ever be called to it's 

upport, 5d bats betrayed a culpable ig- 
norance,  fince except their governor, ' and a 
Few of his venal junto, no provincial magi- 
firate will be found fo ſtecled againſt the 
ſenſations of juſtice and humanity, as wan- 


tonly to order troops to fire on an unarmed 
and repeat in America the mie 


0 
FL ” 
WT 6. * * 
1 * . 


FPopulace, 
nee iO "George's Fields. 


| faded that 'the Poe tele when. legally called in 


aid of the civil authority, will be able to preſerve to 
them the enjoyment of their rights, againſt any force 
which may attempt their invaſion. The number of 
male adults who paid the poll-tax in 1767, within the 
four New- England colonies only, amounted to two 


. hundred and thirty thouſand ; as all theſe compoſe” a 
| militia regularly trained, you will not be ſo weak or 
. vain as to imagine that the petty armament which you 


have ordered to Boſton, has produced any. other effect 
than that of inſpiring the inhabitants with; diſguſt and 
reſentment. No, my lord, the colonies have never 
wiſhed for a ſeparation from Great-Britain ; how ſoon ' 
they may, a farther purſuit of violent meaſures may ſoon | 


determine; but whenever that happens, the conſequen- 
ces will perhaps teach your lordſhip, that their fub- 


jeQion is not to be ſecured by a military force, much 
leſs by your official Eg" A cas! as 2 = 


N to . 
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In 


troops Which you have gs of 
and, produce, thoſe conſequences which have | 


who will ſoon be able to revenge his 


lions. The time therefo 


_ colonies; ; and. it will 


to this kingdom to have — bei A 
5 feftion by a juſt and N treatment. 


„ In ſhort, the inconſi 


could only ſerve to irritate the inhabitants, 


enſued, and which before that meaſure was 


fully adop ted were fully, predicted, and | 


I with for the fake. of. poſterity you h 


regarded theſe predictions. Irritating the co. 
lonies, is like maltreating a growiß 


- 
4 * 4 3 : | 


Inju- 
ries ; ſince according to the moſt accurate 


calculations, their inhabitants. double once 
in twenty five years, and their nu [ 


agreeable, to this rapid increaſe in another 


cenutry, will amount to forty eight mil 
> muſt ſoon. arrive” 

when other motives than force Will be 

requiſue to ſecure the dependance of p! of, the 


be increaſe & the 1 9 1 — 5 x 8 5 
1 let us then convert it to our ad- 


vantage, and recover their natural eſteem 
and confidence by diſclaiming all unconſti- 


ne pret enfions on the VERS they. have lo 
% long 


1 


Hoyt and contenting Curfglves with 
* fantary Alds, ne advantages we | 
vie” from reſtraititly their commerce to 
ke cRannels of our own intereſt; dvaritages 
From which this kingdom receives annually 
two millions; a ſum wRicli carried us trium- 
Phanthy tough the Taff wär, if we may cre- 
dit the pad declaration of tlie greateſt 
patriot that ever adminiſtered che affairs of 
| this nation. And do you, my lord, endea- 
vour to procure the recall of thoſe troops 
which have been fo unneceſfarily ordered to 
Boſton, to create rather than appeaſe diſor- 
ders; and diſplace a governor, whoſe artful 
Kectious and maltvolent conduct towards the 
Ptovince in Wich He ptefides, Has long Tens 
Tere Him deteſfibe in America, and who 
. tt expoſed the a of His office to cons 
rettipt* by a ſordid” avarice, which deſcends 
Tb low as to Ee to ſale in the ſtreet, of 
his refidence, and by his own ſervants, the 
very greens produced i in the Provincial aten. 


By a purſuit of theſe meaſures, the pre- 
ſent evils may be averted; by neßlecting 


them; I fear the pernicious conſequences 
will ſoon teach-us, to reverè the equity and 


moderation 
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TY 


moderation of a Camden, Rockingham, Char: 


wi views like hs 2 Ariſtides the Ty 
denied aflent, even to t6 the meaſutes E f their 
country, "when incompatible with juſtice, and 


who are perpetuating their memory, on 
the nobleſt of all plans, that of doing good. 


Nin nemores, al ferere nterendoj 
| = VI RG. 


Thee, my bnd, are men n who. may then 
ſurvive. to receive an. their ruined country. 
the melancholy glory of her acknowledg- 
ment, that their councils if regarded woul- - 
hayg ſaved her: Whilft Britons taught dy. 
fatal experience, will execrate the authors of 
oo meaſures which will have proved their 

As a return to juſtice, and modera- 
Tg is {till poſſible, it depends on-youtord- 
ſhip to determine, whether you will be. in 
the number of the latter; and yours. 7 
be the conſequences of your choice 5 Si na- 
1 anus curres bydropicus. 

| 1 am, my Lord, 

5 Your Lordſkip's ; 
"Ig ___ © Moſt humble Servant. 
1 W 
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The "Sg Ricur. of . 
. L£G18LATURE of GREAT BRITAIN, 
to Tax the BrxiTisn CoLonies in 
Axle, 1 5 _ 


. 1 

1 N 2 E the 8 g Was was {ent 

to the preſs, I have peruſed your 
phlet, and find you to be the firſt 

| perſon who has had the honeſty to acknow- 


1 che colonies cannot be taxed en- 
fiſtent 


dir mary, 'chataifix cajaifor bor ni i 
dalerwes repretenſion. Fou profeſs to have 
no private intereſt in the: publitation of your | 
ſagacidus letters, but there are many cir- 
cumſtanees which: Conſpire to render it ap- 
parent chat your profeſſions are by no means 
juſti or fiticere;; ſinee in many parts of your 
venal productio e evidently” betray a con- 
ſcience of the weakneſs and futility of your 
own reaſoning; which has engaged you, to 
3 the ſubjecł im a variety*of attitudes, 
that by a multiplicity: of weak and Slacious 
arguments you. might ſupply the want of 
one juſt and ſolid reaſon, and by laboured 
artifice;- confound: the F be- 


rn, "ge and N 
98 
You begin by 8 that Bot we fit 


ſettlement of our Amerſican colonies to the 
preſent! period, it isitpofſible to find one 
* inſtates'of condller in the miniſtry;: and 

© legiſlature” of Great Britainz tending tou 
* wards the etabliſhinetic of — 
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tc . oped and N to — 5 


HG te” thit 15 10 bs 
5 for ſubjecting them to that ſub. 
ordination, which you call pfovin- 11 Bo- | 
vernment, and I have in the foregom omg let- 
ter ſufficiently proved that no Idea of that 
ſpecies of government was formed before the 
fatal æra of Grenvillian adminiſtration ; but 


a more equitable and advantageous conſtitu- 


tion was originally eſtabliſhed in the colo- 
nies by the king, and recognized by the 
parliament of this kingdom, on principles 
ſpecified in their charters which inveſt their 
aſſemblies with the excluſive right of mak- 
ing laws for their govern ment and taxation, 
but at the ſame time, amply ſecure to the 
king their allegiance, to the nation their con- 
nection, and to themſelves the indefeaſible 
it of Engliſhmen, 4 


F 8 5 : 
"5 3 


To deſtroy a government eſtablithcd 06 on. 
theſe} wiſe and ' equitable. principles is as 
laudabls deſign. of your difinterefted under- 
W ; for this * you introduce a 
1 0 com- 


| politician, . 


as. 


118 the, rg .of a great 
eie the right of parlia-, 
ment to tax the colonies, yet aſſorted the 
ſorgrejanty.oof the Parent Gountry,, in regu- 
lating | ei, tage; This you call a Political 
al e And. enemy” to maintain, that 
i fie exiſt without a right of, 
taxatid 7 e u,ought. to remember, that, 
the Hvercignty 3 Y owed this kingdom, by the 
0 is limited to Wl 1 


commentary 


Mtrances made 12 


the fonts and'i in om, 'of their ſuppoſed 
rights; yet from this aſſumption you. endea» 
vour, as a a nece Mary, cenſequence, to ſu; pport 


the nicht of taxation; it being an abi of 
reaſoning. peculiar to yourſelf to attemp the 


juſtification of one wrong by another, | zut to 


expoſe the futility of your arguments on this 
ſubject, and prove that taxation is not neceſ- 


ſarily connected with ſovereignty, I ſhall 
_ tranſcribe a few ſentences from the great 
Locke, * whoſe reaſons are neither. partial 


cr applicable to any particular people, but to 
N government on earth. 


—_ 


"ee The 


Joo Vid, Treatiſe on Government, 
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te The ſupreme. power cannot tale from 
cc any man part of his property without his 


* 


* 
ce 


own conſent, for the pteſervation of pro- 
-perty being the end of government, 71 


* that for which men enter into ſociety, it 


e neceſſarily ſuppoſes and requires that the 


| « people ſhould have property, Without 


* which they muſt] be ſuppoſed' to looſe, 


& that by entering ints ſociety, which wag 
the 0 for which they entered into it; 


& too groſs an abſurdity for any man to 


* own. ' Men therefore in ſociety, having 


« property, they muſt have ſuch. a right to 

a the goods, which by the. laws of the 
* e nnity are theirs, that no body hath 
a right to take their ſubſtance, or any 


4 part of it from them, without their con- 


* without this they have no proper- | 
* ty at all, for I have no property in that 
* which another can by right take from 
* me, when he pleaſes againſt my oonſent. 
& Hence it is a miſtake to think that the 
te ſupreme or legiſlative power of the com- 
te munity can do what.it _ or diſhoſe of 
© the eſtates of the ſubje& arbitrarily; or 


* or take oy yr of them at pleaſure. But 


| na 


Wy Without their own, conſent, far this 


not arbitrary by being abſalute, but is. ſtili 
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* government into whatever hands it is put, „ 


« being ontruſted with this condition, and 


« far this end, that men might have and ſe· 
« cure their properties, ſp the prince or. ſe- 
« nate, however it, may have power to make 
& lawgifor zegulating af property, between 
ge the ſubjects, one amonlt another, yet can 
te never haue a power to take it to ãtſalf the 
<« vrhole or any part of the ſubjects proper- 


« would be in effect to Jeae tham no pro- 
<« perty at all; and to let us ſee that even 
* abſolute power where it is necęſfry, is 


< ends which required it in ſome. caſes to 


« be abſolute, we need look no farther 
te than the common practice of martial diſ- 
&« ciptine, * The preſervation | of the army 
« and in it of the whole commonwealth 
« requires an abſolute obedience. to the 
e commands of every ſuperior offier, and 
it is juftly death to diſobey or dif pute the 


< moſt dangerous or unreaſonable rr 
« but yet we ſee that the ſerjeant, who Land ; 


as Crag a * to march up to che 
mouth 


[re]. 


de mouth of a cannon,” or ſtand i in a breach 
. Where he is almbſt ſure to periſh, Cane 
not command the ſoldier to give him one 
4. peniy of his money; and the general 
de who can condemn him to death, for de- 
44 ſerting his poſt, or not obeying bis" moſt 
© "deſperate orders, cannot yet with all his 
* 'abſolute' power of life and death; diſpoſe 
t ene farthing of that ſoldier's ee, or 
e ſeize one jott of his Soods, hom yet he 
e can command to every other ching, and 
my hang for the leaſt diſobediencs, becauſe 
e ſuch blind obedience was neceſlary to that 


* end for which the commander has his 


* power, viz. the preſervation of the reſt : 
Kn ie — 25 of ru Rode. is ing 
5 * to do with it. 5 | 


55 is true, government cannot be ſup- 
Ly ported without great charge, and it is fit 
44 every one who enjoys a ſhare of the pro- 
4 tection ſhall pay out of his eſtate his pro- 
N portion for the maintenance of it; but 
« ſtill it muſt be- with his own conſent, 
e the. conſent. of the majority giving it either 
-<: by themſelves or - their - repreſentatives 
* cheſen 2 tbem. For if any one ſhall claim 
1 | Da power 
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ority, without ſuch 


ny | of the. people, he thereby. ade | 
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8 were urg- | 
| pur- 


5 4 — for 145 Aer of taxing the 9 


lonies was eyer conceived ;; and their irrefilt⸗ 
able oogency, neceſſaril y. "overthrows, every 
roument contained in your blet, and 
e demon 225 that the © colonies 
cannot be taxed by parliament, cnſiſtent 
with the principles of juſtice and the Bri- 
tiſh conſtitution. It is abſurd: to pretend 
that theſe arguments have no application to 
the colonies ; they are pertinent to al Who 
have property, and you muſt neceſſarily ex- 
clude the very idea of property from the co- 
lonies in your new unwarrantable ſyſtem of 
provincial goverment, or acknowledge that 
it cannot be taken from them by the Britiſh 
Wh in which they are uncepreſented, = 
M Much 


t F 
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& repreſentation with” deſign to prov e, 
by falacious ſophiſtry, in oppoftion to 
common ſenſe, that hs Americans are re- 
preſented in parliament ; for this' purpoſe 
the idea of an imaginary virtual repreſenta- 
tion has been introduced; and it has been 
afſerted that the houſe of commons does not 
repteſent thoſe, by whom its members are 
elected, but the whole Britiſn Empire col- 
lectively. This is indeed an aſſertion which 
eannot be ſupported by one fact or circum- 
ſtance, though it is 8 by hundreds; 
but o expoſe its falſity, 1 heed only alk, 
what paft of the nation the repreſentatives 
for London, conſult on any dubious or 
critical queſtion ; and to whom does that 
or any other corporation repreſented, in par- 
Tiametit direct its inſtructions on important 
and difficult occalions ? Is it to the members 
elected by themſelves, or to thoſe choſen by 
any part of the community indiſcriminatly ? 
Ts it not always expected, that the repreſen- | 
 katives of a WAS corporation, deliver the 
OT 24 act agreeable to the inſtruc- 
tions 


08]. 
tions of the corporation by them contefinted ? 
The natural and obvious anſwers to theſe 
queſtions. will ſufficiently demonſtrate that the 
idea of a virtual or im phed e 
is wholly faacions. _ fi 


25 185 in che fore: oing letter 9 | 
Ker that the i Red of Great Brj_ 
tain, who, for want of real property, do 
"not vote for members of the houſe of . 
commons, are not repreſented therein 3, but 
yet they owe obedience 10 our laws, from 
- which they receive protection, and to which 
they voluntarily ſubje& themſelyes, by A 
tinuing to reſide under their government, an 
are amply ſecured in their liberties, by Io | 
equal and full enjoyment, and protection of 
thoſe laws, made for the government, of t the 
freehglders and legiſlators themſelves ; and 
theſe laws being not partial but "general, 
thoſe who have not the benefit of repreſen- 
tation, can ſuffer no penalties or exactions, 
to which the land-holders and their delegates 
are not equally expoſed ; which is tothem 
an impartant and ſufficient ſecurit ity; ſince as 
the 4, Sidney declares, Ya the hazard & - 
M 2 + "FS 
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| BY bing ruined by thoſe who muſt periſh with | 


1e this Being under ( od, the beſt anchor we - 
. have, it deſerves to be preſerved with all | 


are levied, are partial, and enrich rather 


| ſhort' if the colonies are taxed by parliament, 


over them by men, to whom they have nei- 


they have no reſtraining influence, for their 


141 


* us, if not fo much to be feared as by thoſe 
ce) qobo may be enriched by our deſtruction 5 


* care.” The colonies however have no 
ſuch anchors of ſecurity; on the contrary. 
thoſe who impoſe taxes upon them profit by 

the impoſition, as the laws by which they 


than impoveriſh the people and parliament . 
of this kingdom, by whom they are made: 
in this ſtate, what ſecurity can the colonies 


y r againſt an abuſe of power,. 


whey inſtead of thoſe reſtraints on the le- 


giſlative authority, which ſecure the people 
of this kingdom, thoſe by whom they are 


governed, are urged ta oppreſs them, by the w 


irreſiſtable ſuggeſtions of ſelf intereſt? In 


they muſt be compelled to an et 
ſubjection, to an arbitrary power, exerciſed 


ther delegated or entruſted it, and over whom 


ſecurity and * and if this is not 
favery 


1 


1 cull be glad of a more perfect definj ion 
of chat ſtate. For my part I can diſcoyer no 
difference between their ſituation and that 
of a Turkiſh ſlave, except that in one caſe, 
the tyranny. is exerciſed. by an individual, and 
in the other by ſome hundreds, whoſe op- 
preſſion will naturally be leſs ſupportable, 
as their wants * be 1000 numerous. 


The arguments of the greateſt, and; moſt 
nge lawyer in this kingdom, in favour 
of the colonies, are the next objects of your | 
animadverſion; theſe you attempt to inva- 
lidate by aſſerting, that the luxuriant and 
* deſpotic branches of prerogative were 
« Jopped off at the revolution: But 1 
muſt beg leave to inform you, that what- 
ever limitation the king's prerogative received 
at that time, his power of granting freedom to 
his ſubjects, ſuffered no diminution; and to 
aſſert that the royal charters, granted the co- 
lonies, cannot exempt them from parliamen- | 
tary taxation, betrays the moſt conſummate. 
ignorance of our original conſtitution, That 
he power of parliament within its juſt ex- 
tent, _ over the proper objects of! its legiſ- 


lation 
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lation, chat ie over all thoſe aſſembled therem 
either perſonally or by tepteſentation, and af- 
ſenting to the laws therein mide; is and onght 
to be ſupteme, every one will -dckiiowledge; 
but to extend the authority of this aſſembly to 
«thoſe who have no voice, connection or in- 
fluenoe therein, is unnatural and repugnant to 
the et policot dur een. Ts 


3 Tbe inhabitants of the.col nies chile they 
compoſad a pats of this kingdom collectively, 
ther by themſolyes or their ee were 
juſtly ſubject to its ſovereign. authority but 
this authority naturally cenſed, when impa- 
tient of the grievances they ſuffered under 
it juriſdiction, they quitted. the community, 
and with the conſent of their ſovereign. retired 
to «diſtant uncultivated country, and became 
diſtinct Rates, with peculiar privileges expreſſiy 
granted by their ſovereign, for encouraging 
them to extend his dominions to America; 
which they effected on theſe conditions at 
their ſole expence, toil, and danger; and to 
1 wurf, their privileges ſo dearly earned, betrays 
an —— of Juſtice, An emanei- 
fat on 


(#7) 
pation from parliamentary authority, whs 
the very 75 for which the ſettlement, of 


many * the t ſettlers dearly 


purchaſed at the expenge of large eſtates, 


which they generouſly fold, and converted 


into a common fund for ſupporting their | 


undertaking ; and after having 


. n the nee of parlia- | 

mee ene, 
the ſpace of ond Makesd ad fifty years not 
only withouc eee from, but Win | 


the approbation of parliament, you have 
dared to queſtion: the right of the crown 
in granting this" emancipation, and for this 
very cogent reaſon becauſe truly « that 
would, be to raiſe a charter above an act 
£ of parliament ;” as if the privilege en- 

dy che people of this kingdom of | 
S laws (with the aſſent of dhe 
crown)” for their own government, entitled 
them to become legiſlators to all the kings 
other babfecte, or prevent their ſovereign 
from confirming to Americans the privileges 
enjoyed by Britons : was ever any thing io 


ablurd ?Hadthe Britith Faint any right 


9 mh, 


that is not derived from the 2 and have 
the people peculiar 
inherent right to to u der hd Bede] and-pro- 
5 perty of Britons refiding in America? Were 
their privileges confirmed to them for the 
preſervation of their own libetty, or to en- 


able them to invade that of others? Does 


the clauſe of Magna Charta, by which they 
e intituled to the excluſive right of taxing 
3 made and granting their own proper- 
ty, authorize them to diſpoſe of the proper- 
obſtruct every paſſage from the throne, en- 
groſs every emanation of liberty, and pre- 
clude the ſovereign from confirming to his ſub- 
jects i in America, the privileges hes enjbyrd 
in Britain ?—I with the people of this king- 
dom, would reflect a little on the conſequen- 
des of their pretenſions; inſtead of 8 
ing the Americans as our compatriots, and | 
equals, we elevate ourſelves to a ſtate of ſove- 
reingty over them, and render them not only 
ſubjects to our king, but ſtill more abjectiy 
to his Britiſh ſubjects. Is this conſiſtent with 
natural equity, or the expreſs ſtipulations, on 


the faith of which 1 ſettled that wild in- 
A ſpitable _— 3 The 
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The 8 of baden in its erer 


* N 
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extent is Juſtly ſupreme, andthe ſame be | 
to be fiid-of the general aſſemblies of the 


colonics*: In each the king has his preroga- 


tive and the ſubjects their fights, and in both 

the people as their ſupreme privilege, have - 
the exclufive right of granting their own 
property, becauſe the preſer 


rvation of pro- 
perty” 5 the end of government: This is the 
Palladium of our conimon' liberty, Which 
has been confirtned to Brirons and Ameri- 
cans; by royal charters*equially valid; th 


your ſyſtem of provincial gobernment muſt 
deſtrdy, and is therefore unnatural and un- 
juſt. But if any doubt ſtill remains, cn. 
cerningithe king's right In granting the cold. 


. frottiparliame 


R 6 may be removed” by 2 — | 
queſtion; has the 1 r e = 
(and. If he has, * —— can grant his | 


emancipation, becauſe the perſon dep: 


rting 
fk the 2 1 7 7 abſolved from 


bs, 2 2 
= [4 1 5 
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* 


| 
N 


e : 5 „ : 
75 3 oF 1 4» 5 7 Fl * ZÞ % 4 - z EF 


5 ENG My V iche Ati os 


Bot the better to OD a arguments of 
is great perſon before me te OY 


of American liberty. you. aer introduced, 
new and. viſianary di iſtme 


afſert that, © all _ the 1 great 


c alledges abaut the rights of the people to 
4 be taxed with their own conſent, by their 


<< own repreſentatives in parliament, is ficly 
< and properly a with a to nafional 
Log but er e . 


tain requires. he . 1 to, be kept ; in 6 
Gate: of ſubordination, and ber uſe, as pro- 


perty.is the efficient. cauſe, of power, and in- 
dependance. bs cannot be. done uplebs 
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2 -Thele, Sir, are we wy very 3 — 2 
for which they are to be deprived of Hat 
the preſervation of which, i is the end of ſo- 
eiety ; and inſtead of continuing the com- 
patriots, are to be rendered the vaſſals of 
Britons; 


' 


po BP © beg Bend Lab BS, 


15 50 and phe th this 7 


The e. K mans bad indeed many provinc s 
1 ot none "which were acquired in the fame 
"manner, or ſetrled by the ſame means, and 


19:9 

Britons 2 to the” charters of ever 
colony, which expreſſly confirm, to them ng 2 
er vile get ed; Imminttres of, Engliſh 85 
7 4 1 How i ipjurious, , how. unnatural” 
this iſtindtion tv een "national and 'pro- 
1 goerhrgent from whence i is it de- 
fived, * or by w what 1 Is It ſupported ? Not from 


the policy of the Ban os CON nſtitution, I am 


certain, nor from the charters of the cold. 
nies themſelves, nor the end of their ſettle- 
ment for all ſcheſe operate to the contrary- 
Nor Go ted had it any other than ; a viſionary 
Iry y diftine- 


55 r it bat your own” b e n afferti. 


an: you Indeed, in angther* part of your 


28 phlet” 5; 8 miſt collect your argumepts 


rom their jmmethodical diffofion)\ men- 


tion ſomething "of Roman Provigces: but 


Can you Pretend t to infer . recedent from 
them for, the government of our colonies 7 


for the ſame end, as our American nd „ 
i their 
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3 (5 1 
the . provinces were: Severally' obtained L jure 
en governed in a man- 

moſt conducive to the: advantage of the 
empire; as among them every con. 
eration of equity or Juſtice was difregard= 


ed when repugnant to the, 270 rang of 
all their operations, 
waiyertal dominion, 3 5 


41 
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The = colonies 2 bs the Romans. 


95 were ſettled, at the inſtance, and ſupported 


at the expen nee of the commonwealth, and 


were not . by the ſettlers, as aſy- _ 


lums from the oppreſſion of the ſenate, but 


as garriſons and cantonments for che preſer- 
vation or extenſion of their conqueſts z but 


even in theſe the Romans, who were there 
inhabitants, were never denied the freedom 


and immunities, of citizens of Rome: Great 


Britain, therefore has no provinces fimilat 


to thoſe of Rome, unleſs Minorca, and 
Nova Scotia be reckoned as ſuch, but were 
the caſe otherwiſe, the difference between 

1 the Roman and Britiſh conſtitutions, "auld. 
render it impoſſible to infer, any thing there 
FP: 2 to the preſent anger 3 10 


that 


onal 2 .governiment, wen aps | 
plicd-toraur American colonies, is unſup- 
ed by one juſt: argument, though oppof. 
ed by che general polity of our conftitation; 
and therefore deſerves nd farther notice; nei- 
the rhave the reaſons which you offer for the 
expedience of this diſtinction any foundation 
in juſtice; you conclude ©* The proſperity or 
1 adverſity of the colonies, being the proſ- 
©. perity or adverſity of Great Britain, the 
right of ſovereignity, as including taxa- 
tion, ought to remain indiſoluble in the 
*« legiſlature. of Great Britain over the pro- 
*©, vinces 3 add that the proſperity tor adver- 
"i ſity of Great Britain, not being the prof. 
* perity or adverſity of the colonies the 
t power or privilege of excluſive and inde- 
«pendent taxation, ought never to be given 
«ito. or entruſted with, the proyinces: 
This is indeed a moſt abſurd oe of reaſon- 
ing; even were the aſſertion true, which it 
d eee a re on! to Great Britain: 
2 EP is certain Ihe! weak os W coun. 
uy: and colonies are mutually benefited, by 
2 | their 


| hey "ought, to be ace the. cor pac! 
ſhould be gdiGlved 5, if therefore, Great, Bris 
Zain. 18 more eſpecially, intereſted i in. the prof- 
perity of the colonies, by enjoying the greatr 
eſt advantage, from ber intercourſe with 
chem, it is evident, that, inſtead of depriving 
them of their. property; we ſhould -Promote 
Shs means, by which.it may be augmentcd- 


Vour affertion that the colonies by ividg 
up their rights and privileges into wbb hunde 
of the Britiſh parliament, can never be in 
| danger of oppreſſion from the parent cbun- 
| becauſe * whatevet"*eſſthtially!" ibres | 
View," muſt ultimatly terminate in her diſ- 
Alfadvantage, is a moſt. falacious «poſition; | 
nor can it ever be true, "whilſt Britifilegifla- | 
tors are” influenced by thieſe paſſions Which 
have hitherto governed * mankind?” Snever 
the moſt abſolute monarchies Where the ſo- 
8 vereign conſiders the poſſeſſions of his ſlaves 
-as his own propert y, and ſee if on that ac- 
count. He” *uſcs them with more tender flefs 
$ and 


1351 


\ IS goat - 4. 4d than; 
> a Gconoin oft In ſhort, Britith. min ters 
are not always attentive even to the good of 


the people of this kingdom, when placed 


in op poſition ; to their own intereſt; how 
tics can it be. expected they Thould regard . 
the intereſt of 1 the colonies whom. they can 


oppreſs with impunity, as their diſtance ſe- 


eures them. from the dangers. pk; pak fu- 
. and mor malice, 1 


"Bak RM an 18 of 1 15 for 
feveral years continued. unrepealed, obliging 


all American ſhips. trading to, Spain — 
Far -tugal,. to undertake; a, circutious voyage: 


from the countries hither, to anJoad their 
commodities, and, aficrwards reſhip them 
or 171 colonies at. the expence of ſeveral 


Hundred pounds, for che ſole purpoſe of 
paying a few pounds duty on theſe articles, 
can any man have the preſumption, to aſſert 
or will he be believed in aſſerting that 


regard 1 is bad to the intereſt of the colonies? 
Even. our. bquaties with which we reproach 
them, . have been granted not ſo much for 


their, adyantage as Our.0wn ; and in every 


art of our condut the intereſt of the co- 
| | lonies 


— —ä——ä— ep ee Ones, 
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moſt has been but a ſecondar 
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«* World are ſo far adyanced i in commerce, 


: « and ſuch formidable rivals to Gteat Bri- 
5 tain, that her laſt and ultimate hope i is it 
8 the commerce 6f her colonies and her | 


ee trade with them; and I cannot but re- 
gret that thoſe wWwho have lately admini- 


niſtered our affairs, have paid fo. little at- 


tentian to the preſervation of this importang 
article; and that not content with embarraſ- 
ing and reſtraining the trade of the colonies 
in-evety channel, which did not immediate- 


; ly. promote the partial intereſt of Great Bri- 
tain, we have alſo driven thent$6:e@conomy 
and manufactures, and by our impolitic 
impofitions, compelled chem wo dfebver and 
eiperienet that natural independence, which 


à fektile ſdil with 2 variety of climates ne-. 
delhirlly affords them, aad if caufes Mill n- 
tine" to re uce "their natural” effects, [the 


tine is now near when American matiũ fac- 
tures will not be confined to thoſe como 


dies s whoſe fabrication, we Have chico 


7 4, 
IC a 


af people, which violates: their charters, and. 


ü enlarged Bis maj 
with much toib and blood, at thein ſole a. 
2 which: defiroys that confiiratis” 


; i * 
due „ note 
F N 3 . * 52 7 


Wh . 


5 I ſhall only obſerve that your 


preſumptiom in attempting to ſubveri a dri- 


ſaribe a new government for three millions 


Ned e the very conditions on which: 
ors: ſettled: the country! boy in- 


corporate ſe 15 {et you g th che 


5 higheſt inſult to the dignity of cheſe ſupteme 


legiſlative bodies. Let any man compare 
the priviledges of the latter with tHbſe bf the 
fotmer, and ſee if he can diſcover the leaſt 
ee But there is yet a more eſſential 
O difference 
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difference in their, ſituations; the corporate 
Cities in England are repreſented in the Bri - 
tiſh legiſlature, and ſhould be controuled 
by 1 its laws ; but the colonies are not. 
Ages 1 FO Anti An. 5911 We e ; 
Aan 2,008 eee N 
| tempt to ridicule. the idea of a ſociab com- 
pact, and Wh you are ſo guy prolix in 
reminding your readers of the 1 tetehed 
flayery in which ſo many -orfental> nations 
are immerged? Have their miſeries any. par- 
ticular application to the colonies, or would 
you Juftify.-one wrong by another, or 
encourage the: 
ſlavery becauſe it is the portiom of Ao mar 
ny others, and ſolace themſelves in that 
ſtate by the wretched conſolation Which 
Cl and Marius * mutually afforded 
each other in their fall? But er were 
2 "ow: ue e fu i wy 


— 


5 | age cum Ae, inſpi ſpiciens _— 
3 Wy, ee alter alter * eſſe folatio. | i 
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Americans to- bd to 5 


PSY 


0 ew your connections and principles which 


a TO. 


: e e hrs of al the 
e <« were either born or of chaice 
© reforted there under the fame predica- 
* ment of being ſubjects of Great Britain, 
it protected by ber parliament, enjoying her 
© laws and ſubjefts to her” government.” 
No part of this aſſertion however is true, 
fince,as I have demonſtrated in the preceding 
letter, every colony planted before that re- 
volution in provincial policy, which produce | { f 
20 the act of navigation, was ſettled under 
preſs ſtipulations of continuing within the 
big. wah crown, but of a t 
| free diſtinct ſta es with 


* 


= * 
[ 


mu, 


£0 
t in any reſpect whatever; and the 
E =—_ of al the. ſubſequent colonies 
ca ur de taken in full e TE : 
pedtation of being perfely independant to 
yon ie of this kingdom, except in 
commercial regulations only; this they 
nn to expect, not only fon 
e their 
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ther an | 
ment itſelf; tegecher with che principles 0 


3 happy deſign of avg 
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FAY but the' cbnduct of PEN 


2 Engliſh conſtitution; and ſb Tür wers 
je colonies from being planted "under" che , 
5 redicament of a ſubjection to parliament: 


| | taxation,” that no idea of "that ſubjection, 


was ever conceived, either here or in the 852 0 

lohies, till Mr. Grenville, formed the un- 
augme. e 

revenue yy his Pertiferous fiamp ast. * 1 
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And 100 let me enlarge little on that 
national ſwvereignty over the coloiies which 


| vo ſo frequently mention, and which has | 


been adopted by "ny: others] who have- 


| fondly cheriſhed an idea 6 favourable" 40 
their vanity and {elf intereſt, till by 5 


tude they almoſt believe it has a eil funde 


dation in juſtice. Miſled by partial conſi- 
derations? we have been accuſtomed to lookuß- 


on the colonies as ſo many appendages 


toties to this kingdom, devoted ſolely to dhe: 
. i of its particularintereſt, wealthy | 


wer, and without any rights or pri- 
vileg es ch are not perfectly conſiſtent with 
the artinient of theſe deſired objects Thi 
22 however 


— 


| ſtead of C0 
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however is a. mo > points As and web}. 
only daſtitute of dupport, but «repugnant to 

the principles of our government, which av . 
provided: equal freedom ta all its ſubjects. 
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Toconcur in making all.1 aws, to grant 


all opp, and to enjoy rent Wag | 


— 4 — to the e 45 a free ſtate, : 
which requires that. all the ſubjects of the 

realm ſhould ſtand on the fame level of li- 
berty ; how;abſurd is it then to erect our 
ſelyes into lovereigns of America, and in- 
fidering the inhabitants of the 
colonies, : as the king's ſubjects, ke \our- 
ſelwes, to miſtake them for our vaſſals, and 
con found the diſtinction between the domi- 


nion of the king, and of the nation ? had 


we attended to this obvious diſtinction, we 
ſhould have e the unteaſonable- 


q wee as chey are, alan 
1 Sence, ele J688 * wy Doof ens; youll 
| $f Fan ner 246% 64 157 r iw i uwe 


e ungen een un 


ae Brit S nes bene en 
bn 6 Yo? ph nes thi __ -of 


s . 


ed; but as the great diſtance of the clonie 
bas oreated many almoſt inſuperable ab- 
ſtacles to this union, I:can diſcovar neither 
r rer 


c e 


een 
amont is cnfeſſadig ſupræme; but this is fr 


ſrom being thecate, us is videuteven 


czowe,; but with rcgand io their internal 
policy an government diftin® indepen- 
dente ſtates; and whenever they are united 
er e eee e ee 


bene polled of x erben of d 


9 — inf: the ropreentatives 1 in 
kme 2 on their trade, 


we notfubjet, muſb neodiar — bo 


e not e N . national 
Nhe | os" 


fromthe 
determination af the. lards of privy councils | 
they are indeed the ſubjects of the ſame 
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Ae are not E and v we N un- 
ler dhe fame. ſauereign. e not 
a of negativing, eines A. | 


e Saber themſelves a8 — 0, Gent 
Britain, in a commercial capacity, and to 
have their trade governed by its parliament; 


and with all theſe connections will any per- 
ſon 


a coldiets 
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fon believe that they are not rendered as de- 


ih | this is evident; Ic cannot iba 2 alt | 
the arguments urged to prove the neceſſity 
of a ſupreine power in the parliament over 
_ the ' colonies, as ſo many artful ſophiſms 
calculated to cover the moſt finiſter defigns. 


on obſervingthe nolitical maxim, extratied. 
; Gn Hitringiin Oceana, and prefixed to the 


title page of your pamphlet, I immmeditely 


concluded thatconvenience, rather than juſtice, 
would become the bafis of all your reaſoning; 


nor was I diſappointed, as all your arguments 


a ſuppoſed utility, in depriving the 


ir property to the diſpoſal of parliament. 
„whenever "this principle is adopted, I 


1 cannot ſee why we ſhould content ourſelves 
with taxing the colonies only, ſince it would 
probably be moſt convenient to the partial 
| RF. intereſt 


 withour' Wholly teſting bern of thoſs pri- 


the rights of Britons, and ſuhjeQing 


[L106] 
intereſt of this kingdom, that the value of 
all their property ſnould be depoſited in the 
Britiſh treaſury for diſcharging the nation- 
al debt; and conſequently that they ſhould 
all be "driven from their wy and 
their eſtates expoſed to ſale for our uſe; and 
indeed, if, in our conduct towards the colo- 
nies, we are influenced by your reaſons, and 
governed only by our own intereſts and con- 
venience, and, if we act rationally on theſe 
principles, we ſhall not leave a ſingle ſhil- 
ling in their poſſeſſion, unleſs it be from thoſe 
artful motives which induce boys in rob- 
bing a neſt to leave one egg, that others may 
be added thereto, and the acquiſition there- 
by rendered ultimately the greater ; nor will 
it be more unjuſt to take the whole of their 
property, than a part. If, however, our 
partial intereſt and convenience are to con- 
nue, the precarious tenure of American 
property, as they muſt on your principles, 
T ſhall not blame the colonies if in reality 
they aſpire at independency, as their enemies 
falſly and aſſert, 
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Sent? To this you ſagaciouſly aner 
that te They are intituled to all the liberty, 
rights and privileges of Britons, but no 
dorepreſentation from America. What ab⸗ 
ſurdity! How can they enjoy “ all the li- 
<< berty, rights, and priviledges of Britons,” 


When-governed by laws made in an aſſeni- 
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ſelves 1 in their, -n alfemb lies? al cape 


truly (to ſum up your. arguments), it is 
for, the intereſſ of Great Britain to ſegure- 


their dependance by controuling their pro- 
perty. But is this conſiſtent with juſtice 2. 
ſurely.- not. Why then do you ple 
with that Rubborn troubleſome princ 
I -ſuppoſe becauſe you think appearances: 
eught to þe preſerved ; for this purpoſe you 
introduce another falacious argument and 
fert that © the intereſt of a part, ought 
| * ta 


5 „„ 
c to give way to the whole, and that 
« Great Britain is that whole, and her co- 
e lonies, did they conſiſt of a hundred mil- 
<* lions, are, when figured out, as oppoſed 
te to her but that part. What abſurdity! 
Can any man inform me by what pecu- 
liar privilege the partial intereſt, of ſeven 
millions of people, inhabiting this favoured 
ule, is to controul the intereſt of one hun- 
dred millions in America? The ſuppoſition 
is repugnant to reaſon and juſtice. But let 
me examine your argument: I acknow- 
ledge, that in a body corporate, the general 
good ought to be predominate, as far as con- 
ſiſtent with the juſtice due to individuals ; 
but the colonies are not incorporated with 
Great Britain in a legiſlative capacity, nor 
can ſhe juſtly make laws for their internal 
OR As parts of a commercial . 
15 empire 


® I have in FOLIAR of this and the preceding 
letter, conſidered the colonies as diſtin ſtates : This 
I was naturally led to do by a variety of facts and 
circumſtances. In 1621, when the commons propoſed 
85 An AQ for the free liberty of fiſhing and fiſhing | 
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. voyages, to be 1 8 and Relay on the ſea-coaſts 
c and places of Newfoundland; Virginia, and New. 
c England, and other countries and parts ofAmierica ;” 
the ſecretary of ſtate made the following declaration 
to the houſe from his majeſty, 66 America is not an- 


53 nexed to the realm, nor within the Juriſdiction of of 


ce parliament, you have therefore n no right to interfere,” 


and for this reaſon the bill, which aimed only at 


granting his majeſty's ſubjects in England, the privi- 
ledges of fiſhing in America, was denied the royal aſ⸗ 
ſent; and. I know of no ſybſequent act of union, by 
which the colonies have been annexed to this king 
dom. To this 1 muſt add, that the privileges of ſove.. 
reign legillation, of raiſing armies, making war on all 
ſuch / as are not his majeſty's friends and allies ; par- 
doning or puniſhing crimes with death, coining money, 
and other acts of ſovereignty, granted by their char: 
ters, {many of which ſtill retain their validity) prove 
that they have at no time been conſidered as parts of 
this kingdom. When it was likewiſe determined, that 
final appeals from the colonies, ſhould lie not with 
the houſe of lords, but "the king in council, it was 
certainly believed that they were not within the realm, 


and that the peers of England were not peers o& 


America. Theſe, with te determination of the lords 
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iet) Cdlbus? nothing can be more dit. 


agreeable, or more alarming to the colonies 


than parliamentary taxation, nor can any 
thing) more RT wed 3 Fo: dif. 

"Its juſt an reh and latin | 
government of an empire, the general in- 
creaſe, wealth and power of the whole, 
ſhould determine every meaſure, and not 
the aggrandiſement of one part at the ex- 
pence of the other; nor can the connection 
between Great Britain and the colonies be 
perpetuated except by rendering it recipro- | 
cally: and equally: advantageous ; thus cir- 
cumſtanced it will neceſſarily be permanent, 
nor ſhall we ever have any juſt cauſe to 
fear that they will aſpire to independencys | 
let their increaſe be ever ſo rapid, W 
in that ſtate they could obtain no 
freedom than that which they muſt now 
be allowed, if they are fuffered to enjoy the 

privileges of Engliſhmen. But whenever 
the component parts of an empire are diſ- 
5 finguiſhed from cach other by an — | 
able 
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bie and arhoſt panhlby in en 
hey are governed, (diviſion und aa | de- 
peration muſt noceffavily enſues; and in this 
| ale the more extenſive the ſethpire ahr 

| Srbater its imbecillity ; -and I will: ventutr 
to lay it down as an infallibè maxim that 
any kingdom that adopts a ſyſtem of pro- 
wincial , Auch us that which you 
"have 3 * vrhich remders one part 
of the mmmmity the tuſſals uf che ether, 
wall thereby noi e rate iss own ruin: Teſte 
er the ename of Athens, whioh owed dts 
menen to that decree by which me prov | 
"vines were dmicd che yriniiegezotAthentand, | 
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the. moſt, vigorous and flonciſhing colonies 
that ang nation on earth cam boaſt, and it 
depends om ber owa.ceconomyand manage 
ment, het RES . ar 


8580 thoſe to whom we are nearly relates 
and from whom we are intituled to expect 
1 ip. and affection, make the deepeſt - 
nd moſt laſting impreſſions on the mind; 
and if we through pride or intereſt, obſti- 
nately adhere to the uſurpations on the 
rights of the colonies what but laſting 4 
M can Es: e 


I will imitate yore inn _ iſe 
the metaphor of a laborious family to con- 
vey an uſeful admonition on this ſubject: 
Imagine then, the colonies to be the grow 
ing vigorous ſons of a father, arriyed at leaſt 
to the meridian if not to the decline of life, | 
and who has been hitherto ſupported and 
enriched by their ſucceſsful induſtry ſhould 
this parent now adopt a rigorous and op- 
preſive conduct towards his children, would 
he not thereby neceffarily drive them from 
home, and compel them to renounce all 
connection with their unnatural parent, and 
ſet out in life in purſuit of their own pri- 
vate inteteſt? In ſhort if in our conduct to. 
wards the colonies we mean to act agreeable 
either to is ditates of Juſtice or of ſound 
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dient which can juſtify parliamentary taxa- 
tion: But the great diſtance which" ſe 5 | O | 
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poſſeſſion before che late ftamp det, and truſt 


to their acknowledged filial g herofity,” du- 
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defraying an equitable ſhare. of the common 


n S EV 
expence. If there. i is any p con fu unrea- 


2 —_— as not to think k their former e exertions | 
in 


non in the Britiſh parlithent ;" this 


Full een et Wie" e yl 
vileges which were idiipinably in ue 


„ % ccc ⁊ Et EEE A LO AS 


J.. %¾ OE 


their future good conduct, let us leave the 


" 13. "© $1 DOTY Le YRTR 


165 115 1 a 


o mmon » Griots Maag n a 


in JT . 


defence of the colonies to theinſelves. This | 


will effeQually remove the preſent bone of 


contention; ſince all our claims on them are 
founded on the ſingle article of protecti on; 


and by leaving that to themſelves we ſhall ef- 
fectually obviate every cauſe of future dif- 


ſenſion. That they are able and willing to 
undertake their own defence againſt their 
own. particular enemies is certain-; __. it is 
likewiſe certain, that, with their 
in the management of public affairs, ee 
effect it at much leſs expence than it can be 
done by this kingdom at fo great a diſtance: 
What then ſhould hinder the adoption of this 


meaſurę? there can be no reaſonable objecti- 


on againſt it, nor will it be oppoſed by any 
man whoſe deſigns are compatiable with the 
mutual proſperity of Great- Britain, and the 


colonies; who have ever approved them- 


ſelves the induſtrious and dutiful progeny 
of this their parent country; and though 
they have profited by our intercourſe and 
aſſiſtance, I will venture to aſſert that the 
benefits they have received from us, are by 
no means equal to the advantages which 


Q 2 ST this 


this WO el has derived "AE . 3 nor 
can I, without the utmoſt ſurpriz&; reflect 
the audacity of thoſe who wickedly aggra- 
vate the favours conferred on them, and in- 
ceflantly reproach them with our protection, 
affirming - that this kingdom has reared 
c“ them to maturity at the boundleſs ex- 
t pence of her beſt blood and treaſure.“ 
Theſe, Sir, are wicked arts to juſtify the 
moſt iniquitous deſigns. No ſooner had 
they, by their own fortitude, and at their 
own expence, vanquiſhed their ſavage ene. 
mies, than they exerted their utmoſt power 
in extending his majeſty's dominions to other 
parts of America : Numerous and expen- 
five have been their expeditions for this pur- 
poſe, and on many occaſions have we pro- 
| fited by their ſervices, but the advantages, 
derived from their commerce have more 
eſpecially contributed to raiſe this kingdom 
to its preſent meridian of wealth and power, 
Compare its preſent elevation with that me- 
diocrity which marked its condition in the 
reign of the former Steuarts, and reflect that 
the happy difference is owing to the colo- 
nies, and then anſwer me whether we ought 


to reward their ſervices with flavery in op- 
2 | poſition z 
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Poſition to che dickates of ggg true ni PAR WE 
and eveff of common humanity ? What 
Briton that has enjoyed the bleſſings of free- 


dom can wiſh to uſurp them from his 
rican brethren, who have merited 1 much 


from us? — What meaſures will be finally | 
adopted is uncertain, but if, after the legali- 
ty, inexpedience, and inhumanity of taxing 
the colonies has been fo inconteſtibly demon- 
ſtrated, the nt n ſhould adhere to your 


machiavellian policy, their conduct will 
hereafter be regiſtered as a prodigy in 
the annals of abſurdity. This J aſſert, 
without intereſt or paſſion, as heaven can 
witneſs, that I have no wiſh repugnant to 


the common welfare of Great Britain, and 


the colonies, and can, with the utmoſt Gnce- 
rity, — e \ 


Dii patrii ds dorum , ſervate tas Io 
Vire, 


1 am, Sir, 


* 


